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December Snow 
By Effie Smith 


HE falling snow a stainless veil doth cast 
Upon the relics of the dying year— 
Dead leaves and withered flowers and stubble sere— 
As if it would erase the faded past ; 
So on our lives does death descend at last, 
Hiding youth’s hopes and manhood’s purpose clear, 
And memories faint, to dreaming age*most dear, 
Beneath his silence, blank and white and vast. 


The sun shines out, and lo! the meadows lone 

Flash into sudden splendor, strangely bright, 
More fair than summer landscape ever shone ; 

Thus, gleaming through the storm clouds, faith’s 

clear light 

Transforms death’s endless waste of silence white 

To beauty passing all that life has known. 
BAILEYTON, TENN. 
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A Christmas Prayer 


NTO thee we come, our Father, on this glad day, 
to thank thee for the gift of thy Son Jesus 
Christ. To him we owe the deep joy of service; 

the gain of struggle for the mastery over evil; the 
blessings of peace and soul-quietness in the midst of 
life’s hard-fought battles. We thank thee for him, and 
for all that he has done for us. We beseech thee so 
to arouse us by the remembrance of his love toward 
us, that we may give of our best to others, withholding 
nothing from thee of service and devotion. Grant that 
the spirit of out-going, unselfish love may prevail 
among us and among all people to the end that thy 
love may be made manifest among those who do not 
yet know thee. Amen. 


The Flying Start 

Our life during the rest of this month is largely go- 
ing to determine the kind of year we shall make of 
1908. In running races, two kinds of starts are used : 
the start from a stand-still, and what is called the 
flying start. In the latter, the contestants come up 
to the actual starting-mark on the run. New Year's 
day is to be our mark for the starting of another year's 
race, and, whether we will or not, all who enter that race 








will come up to it with a ‘‘ flying start.’’ With some, the 
word ‘* flying’’ will seem a misnomer, for their start 
will be faltering and wobbly. Is it not worth while 
to gain all the advantage and momentum that we can, 
just now, for the hard race that lies just ahead ? 


Xx 
Doing Less, and Doing It Well 


Mere activity may be farthest from duty-doing. 
Not ‘* how to keep busy,’’ but ‘* which work is my 
duty ?’’ is the only question that ought to interest us, 
The laziest man living is the man who does what he 
wants to do, instead of what he ought to do. ___Indis- 
criminate, bustling industry is not unlike the effort of 
the dog that madly chases the train ; and often it ac- 
complishes about as much. So big is the work of the 
Christian church to-day, and so extensive the national 
and the world field, that an earnest Christian may be 
restlessly active all the time, and do a large amount of 
work poorly, instead of doing less work well. Selec- 
tion in service means superlative results. Trying to 
be universal in our activities means ordinary and 


multiplied failure. 
a” 


Letting Go Sharply 


It calls for as much ability and self-control to let 
go of a piece of work on time, as to take it up on time. 
In a New England home where every member of the 
large family had some absorbing ‘‘hobby,’’ it was 
always a hard task to get the family together at meal- 
times. In desperation, one of the older brothers 
called out one day to a younger member of the family 
who, oblivious of the call to dinner, kept right on with 


Christmas After 


HAT becomes of Christmas when the day is 
gone? It is the gladdest day of the year. It 
is celebrated in all Christian lands. The 

churches observe it, sometimes with great pomp and 
splendor, with stately music and elaborate ceremonial, 
sometimes in simple, homely worship. It is kept in 
homes, with happy greetings and good wishes, and 
universal giving of gifts. Every one, even the miser, 
grows generous at the Christmastide. Men who are 
ordinarily cold and unmoved toward human need wax 
warm hearted in these glad days. People everywhere 
rise to a high tide of kindly feeling. There is scarcely 
a home anywhere, however lowly, which the Christ- 
mas sentiment does not reach with its kindliness. 
Public institutions, — orphanages, hospitals, homes, 
prisons, refuges, reformatories,—all feel themselves 
touched as by a breath of heaven, for the one day. 

What becomes of all the gladness when Christmas 
is over? Does it stay in the life of the community 
afterward? Do we have it in our homes the next 
day and the next week? Do we feel it in the atmos- 
phere of our churches? Does it stay in the hearts of 
people in general? Do the carols sing on next day? 
Does the generous kindness continue in the people's 
hearts? Does the love in homes rich and poor abide 
through the winter ? 

Two or three years ago, in one of our cities, an 
Oriental was giving his impression of our American 
Christmas. He said that for weeks before Christmas, 
people’s faces seemed to have an unusual light in 
them. They were all bright and shining. Every one 
seemed unusually kindly and courteous. Every one 
was more thoughtful, more desirous of giving pleasure 
that had been his wont. Men who at other seasons 
of the year had been stern, unapproachable, were now 
genial, hearty, easy to approach. Those who ordina- 
rily. were close, not responding to calls for charity, 
had become for the time generous and charitable. 
Those who had been in the habit of doing small and 


what he was doing, ‘‘ I've patience with almost every 
kind of laziness except the man who is too lazy to 
quit work.’’ An employer once told one of his workers 
that he must look for another position. ‘* Why, you 
don’t know how faithfully I have worked here,’’ the 
man protested ; ‘‘I am often at my work until six or 
seven o'clock in the evening.’’ ‘‘ That is exactly the 
trouble,’’ was the unexpected reply ; ‘if you were the 
man for the place, you'd have your desk closed and 
be away from here at four o'clock every afternoon.’ 
Letting go sharply, by getting one’s work done ina 
way that makes this possible, marks the man-above- 


the-average. 
x 
Wasting Will-Power 


Many a man who prides himself on his will- 
power is failing to use it in the really critical issues of 
life. He will set a high standard for himself in some 
important detail of everyday living, such as rigid 
punctuality, or scrupulous care in his person or dress, 
or persistent physical exercise, and he will hold him- 
self to that standard, no matter what it costs to do so, 
by an uncompromising effort of the will. This is 
good exercise ; it takes character and it makes char- 
acter. But when it comes to moral self-conquest, 
that same man is oftener the veriest weakling. He 
may know that a certain indulgence is wrong and 
harmful, yet the idea of summoning against it that 
iron will of his, on which he rightly prides himself in 
secular affairs, seems not to occur to him. Will- 
power is one of God's richest gifts to man. What an 
awful waste of wealth when we do not use this power 
for spiritual victories ! 
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Christmas Day 


mean things, when they entered the warm Christ- 
mas zone, seemed like new men, as if a new spirit 
possessed them. And the Oriental said it would 
be a good thing if all the charm of the Christmas 
spirit could be made to project itself into the new 
year. 

This is really the problem to be solved. Christmas 
ought not to be one day only in the year,—it should 
be all along, all the days, through all the years. We 
may as well confess that the problem has not yet been 
realized. Almost immediately afterward we fall back 
into a selfish way of living that is far below the high 
tide to which we rose at Christmas. There is a pic- 
ture which shows the scene of our Lord’s crucifixion 
in the afternoon of that terrible day. The crowd is 
gone, the crosses are empty, all is silent. In the 
background is seen an ass nibbling at a piece of 
withered palm branch. This was all that was left of 
the joy and enthusiasm of Palm Sunday. 

Is it not much the same with the beautiful life of 
Christmas? Five days afterward, will not the world 
have gone back to its old coldness, selfishness, iard- 
ness? Will not the newspapers have resumed the 
story of wrong, injustice, greed and crime, just as if 
there had been no Christmas, with its one day’s peace 
and good will? Shall we not have again about us, 
within a few days, the old competition, wrangling, 
strife and bitterness among men? The sweet flowers 
of Christmas will soon be found trampled in the dust 
by the same feet which, this Christmas, are standing 
by the cradle of the Christ-child. 

How can we keep the Christmas spirit with us after 
the day has passed in the calendar? We cannot 
legislate a continuation of Christmas good will. We 
cannot extend it by passing resolutions. We cannot 
hold it in the world’s life by lecturing and exhorting 
on the subject. Yet there ought to be some way of 
making Christmas last more than one day. It is too 
beautiful to be allowed to fade out after only one brief 
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day’s stay in the world. What can we do to extend it? 
We can begin by keeping the beautiful vision in 
our own life. There is a story of a young woman who 
had been with an outing party all day. In the morn- 
ing, as she left het home, almost unconsciously she 
had slipped a branch of sweetbrier into her bosom, 
She altogether forgot that it was there. All day, 
wherever she went with her friends, she and others 
smelled the spicy fragrance, but none knew whence 
itcame. Yet that night, when she went to her room, 
there was the handful of sweetbrier tucked away in her 
dress, where she had put it in the morning, and where, 
unconsciously, she had carried it all day. 

The secret was revealed. It is when we have 
the sweetness in our own life that we begin to be a 
sweetener of other lives. We cannot depend upon 
others for our Christlikeness, but if we have it in our 
own heart we will impart it to those about us. We 
cannot find sweetness on every path that our feet must 
press. Sometimes we must be among uncongenial 
people, people whose lives are not loving, with whom 
it is not easy to live cordially in close relations. The 
only way to be sure of making all our course in life a 
path of sweetness is to have the fragrance in our- 
selves. Then on bleakest roads, where not a flower 
blooms, we still shall walk in perfumed air, the per- 
fume being in our hearts. It is our own heart that 
makes our world. We find everywhere what we take 
with us. If our lives are gentle, patient, lovirg, we 
find gentleness, patience, lovingness everywhere. But 
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if our hearts are bitter, jealous, suspicious, we find 
bitterness, jealousy, suspicion, on every path. 


** In ourselves the sunshine dwells, 
In ourselves the music swells ; 
Everywhere the heart awake 
Finds what pleasure it can make ; 
Everywhere the light and shade 
By the gazer’s eye is made.’’ 


Shall we not strive to make Christmas a perennial 


festival, and not merely the festival of one day? This 


does not mean a constant celebration of the outer life 
of Christmas, but a continuance of its spirit. 

Dr. Henry Van Dyke puts it thus: ‘Are you will- 
ing to stoop down to consider the needs and the de- 
sires of. little children ; to remember the weakness and 
loneliness of people who are growing old ; to stop ask- 
ing how much your friends love you, and ask yourself 
whether you love them enough ; to bear in mind the 
things that other people have to bear on their hearts ; 
to try to understand what those who live.in the same 
house with you really want, without waiting for them 
to tell you; to trim your lamp so that it will give 
more light and less smoke, and to carry it in front, so 
that your shadow will fall behind you; to make a 
grave for your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your 
kindly feelings, with the gate open—are you willing 
to do these things even for a day? Then you can 
keep Christmas.”’ 

And when we are doing these things every day, 
Christmas will have fulfilled its mission. 





Are Skeptics Sincere? 

One often hears queries about the Bible, pro- 
pounded as unanswerable by those who profess to dis- 
count the Bible and the sincerity of those who believe 
in it. Sometimes these queries are puzzling ; in other 
cases they are not. An Iowa reader of the Times 
seems to have been puzzled by a fling that some one 
has made as to the sincerity of the Revisers of 
English versions of the Bible, for he writes : 

What right have the Revisions to leave out any words which 
are plainly in the original? Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, on 
Isaiah 7: 25, say “‘not™ isin the original. Skeptics say Re- 
visions change to make away with difficulties. 

This zs a poser, on first reading. But a little pro- 
found investigation helps to offset, somewhat, the 
damaging attack of the skeptics! The Iowa reader, 
who passes the query on, has perhaps missed these 
two facts: First, Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, 
while they comment on the passage, say not a word 
about the place of the word ‘‘not’’ in the original 
manuscripts. Second, the Revisions (both the Amer- 
ican Standard and the Anglo-American) retain the 
word ‘*not.’’ 

There seems to have been a slip somewhere. But 
there usually is, when reverent Bible scholarship is 


attacked. 
= 
Truth’s Interesting Variety 


Two different truths, or two different aspects of 
truth, often seem to be flatly contradictory, until we 
think through them and find their comimon meeting 
ground, This is what makes the study of truth inter- 
esting, —there is a constant challenge to get beneath 
the surface and to the heart of things. A New York 
state reader calls attention to a seeming conflict be- 
tween two statements that appeared recently on a 
front page of the Times. He writes: 

I am always interested in your editorials, and I notice a 
curious combination in the issue of October 12. In the first 
article you say, ‘‘ Almost every one lets many of these good 
impulses die a barren death. Yet we hurt our best natures 
and stunt our growth every time we do so.” And then in the 
very next article you say, ‘‘A sure way to fail is to accept 
every opportunity for doing good."’ 

The placing of these two paragraphs together was 
not intentional, but there could not well be a better 
illustration of the way in which one side of truth 
illuminates another side. God would not have us 
vield to a good impulse if the doing so means our 
failure to do the duty at which he has set us. That 
was the poift of the second editorial. To stop and 
comfort a crying child by the wayside, for example, 
is a good impulse; but if one is on the run to find a 
doctor to save a lifé that hangs in the balance, then 
the impulse to keep running is a better impulse than 
the first. And all this was recognized in the first 
sentence of the first editorial quoted, for it read, «« To 





act on impulse will greatly bless our own lives and 
others’ —if we choose the right impulse."* And God 
is always ready to help us to the right choice. 
Sunday Telephoning 

That there is much thoughtless causing of Sun- 
day labor by Christian people is a fact which needs 
only to be stated to be admitted. The question of 
Sunday telephoning was discussed in the Times of 
October 12, and now the Mississippi correspondent 
whose letter started the discussion has a most inter- 
esting and significant experience to relate. He 
writes ; 

Thank you very much for your kind consideration of the 
telephone on Sunday in Notes on Open Letters, and also for 
your kind letter. In ten years’ use of the telephone we (at 
our house) cut off the circuit, and if‘a few times we forgot, 
and the ‘phone rang, we never answered it. Now in this ten 

ears we have never needed the ‘phone, and, so far as we 

now, have suffered no detriment or loss in any way. Tne 
telephone operatives tell us that if ‘‘everybody did like you 
we could go to Sunday-school and church on Sunday.’’ ‘hen 
its abuse, as in idle gossip, business transactions, etc., make it 
so that for one time it is a necessity 1t is used fifty times or 
more for business or pieasure. 

I think I would do infinitely less harm if I should go to 
the post-office on Sunday than by using the ‘phone. Yet I 
would be condemned for using the post-office, but am a crank 
for not using the ‘phone ! 

It is not difficult to understand the kindly feeling 
that the telephone operators have for this big-hearted 
Christian ‘‘crank;"’ nor is it difficult to imagine 
what a restoration of shattered Sabbath-observance 
would take hold on this Christian land if Christian 
people generally were willing to be as ‘‘cranky’’ as 
he in Christ's service. 


Shall We Pray for Business Success ? 

Prayer must be a factor in our every-day, secular 
life, or we have not learned to pray. Bearing this in 
mind, how'shall we view the question asked by a 
Kentucky reader ? 

Is it wrong to pray for the success of a business enterprise ? 

Is it wrong to pray that, ¢f the Lord will bless and make 
prosperous a business transaction, ¢hen I will give a certain 
amount to missions or charity? Not in the spirit of making a 
bargain with God, but rather as a vow upon my part. 

It is wrong to go into a business enterprise for 
which we can wot pray. And if every one held aloof 
from every commercial undertaking for the unquali- 
fied success of which he would hesitate to pray hon- 
estly, earnestly, persistently, and hopefully, there 
would be more real business successes, and fewer 
seeming successes that collapse like bubbles. It is 
certainly right to pray for the success of every under- 
taking to which God has called us; and it is equally 
certain that we ought not to go into any undertaking 
unless God calls us te do so. God is more concerned 
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in our suécess than we are,—we may be sure of that. 
He intends to have his children succeed when they 
implicitly obey him; the Bible record gives over- 
whelming evidence of this. Bat if we are engaged in 
an enterprise concerning which we are a little doubt- 
ful as we pray, or which does not seem quite to fit 
in with ‘the prayer mood, then the sooner we get out 
of it the better, The prayer test, rightly applied, is 
a safe one,—for finances as well as for everything 
else. 

As for that promise of part of the proceeds to the 
Lord, it is pretty difficult to strip it of the bargain 
element. It would seem better and safer to give to 
the Lord all that we can of all of our income, after 
it is in hand, and without any advance or conditional 
promises, than to confuse our zeal for his cause with 
our zeal for our own returns, God asks for no other 
vow than that of our complete consecration of all that 
we are, and all that we have, to himself and to his 


Kingdom. 
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_Is Christmas Correctly in December ? 


It is well known that we have no absolute proof 
as to the time of year when Jesus was born. But the 
various historical factors that enter into the study of 
the date of Christmas are not commonly known, and 
such a question, therefore, as the following, from a 
New York reader, is a welcome one: 


Will you give us the sum of scholarship on the true time of 
year when Christ was born, and on the question whether the 
December date was assumed by the politic Fathers at some 
period in the imperialization of Christianity, from the ‘‘ pious” 
wish to change the pagan Saturnalia to a Christian festival ? 


A New Testament scholar who is abundantly 
equipped to write on this question is the long-time 
friend and helper of the Times’ readers, Professor 
Matthew B. Riddle, whose article in 1904 on the 
question, ‘*‘Why Is A.D. 1 Called B.C. 5?"’ will 
be remembered as throwing unusual light on a puz- 
zling subject. One of the Times’ strong features for 
the first six months of 1908 will be Professor Riddle’s 
column, every week, on ‘‘ Difficult Points Explained”’ 
in the International Lessons in the Gospel of John. 
As to the Christmas date, he writes: 


There is no ‘‘sum of scholarship’’ on these points, if by 
that is meant a consensus among biblical scholars. The data 
on ‘the true time of year when Christ was born” are incon- 
clusive, and no new facts have been discovered in recent 
years. As to the other point: whether the December date 
was chosen from the pious wish ‘‘to change the pagan Satur- 
nalia to a Christian festival,"’ there is no positive evidence, 
the earliest reference of the Fathers linking the date with 
the winter solstice. 

A possible clue to the time of year is found by many in Luke 
1:5, where Zacharias is said to be ‘‘ of the course of Abijah."’ 
This was the eighth of the twenty-four ‘‘ courses’’ into which 
the priests were divided, each serving one week. Their service 
occurred twice every year, but, of course, not at the same date. 
The only fixed point is that the first course was beginning its 
week of service on August 5, year of Rome 823, when the 
temple was destroyed. If then our Lord was born in 749, the 
vision to Zacharias must be placed in 748. His weeks of 
service that year were April 17-23, and October 3-9. Assuming 
that the birth of our Lord occurred nearly fifteen months 
later than the vision, the date would be at the close of either 
June or December 749. But while 749 is the most probable 
year, an earlier date is possible. To these two elements of 
uncertainty must be added another: whether ‘after these 
days’’ (Luke 1 : 24) means immediately after. Travellers and 
residents differ as to the probability of shepherds keeping their 
flocks by night in December. 

The fact that the Nativity was not officially recognized in 
the Christian church until the fourth century makes against 
any definite knowledge of the time of year. In the Eastern 
church, January 6 had been observed as the anniversary of 
the Lord's baptism and also of his birth, because it was 
thought that he was exactly thirty years old at his baptism 
(Luke 3 : 23). Gradually the Eastern church accepted 
December 25, and some have claimed that this was owing to 
some knowledge of the date derived from the Western church. 
On such matters disagreement was common enough in the 
early centuries. But positive proof is lacking. 

The Fathers who refer to the date of the celebration connect 
it with the winter solstice. ‘That heathen festivities at Rome 
occurred at the same period is certain ; that the Roman pre- 
lates might take advantage of this fact, and substitute a Chris- 
tian festival, is quite probable. But on this point in the absence 
of positive proofs scholars have differed. When the celebra- 
tion of December 25 was once established, it held its ground, 
because as much, if not more, could be urged in its favor as 
for any other date. 

oo 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, to-day we pray not only for the weak, the tempted, 
and the troubled, but even more for the strong, that 
they may be stronger, the pure more pure, the faithful 

and earnest still more useful, more godlike, than before... . 
Keep us from being content with things as they are, even when 
these seem to us rather good. Rid us of our self-complacency, 
of all pride in what may seem to us the great attainments of 
our time, however widespread and notable these may appear 
to our purblind vision, . . . always we would have grace to cry 
for more, more!... Let there be no pausing in our spiritual 
advance. ., . Let thy kingdom come. .. . Create within us an 


insatiable hunger, an unfeigned passion for God. 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 22 (Matt. 2: 1-12) 














Taking Men Alive 


The second of a series of studies in the principles and practise of indévidual soul-Wwinning 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
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“From henceforth thou shalt take 
men alive.’’— Luke 5 : 10, margin 


This series of seven papers (begun in last week’s issue) is intended to furnish material which both classes 
and individuals can make the basis of a systematic study of the secrets of successful personal evangelism. 


Il. THE WoRKER AND His EQUiPMENT 


Preparatory Questions.—For advance assignment to mem- 
bers of a class, or for personal study before reading this lesson. 

1. What would you say is the best equipment for success- 

ful individual soul-winning ? 

2. Of what should one make sure before attempting indi- 
vidual work ? 

Under what circumstances might one properly refrain 
from speaking to another on this subject ? 

. Are there dangers in this work ? What ure they? 

Of what mistake should we be most afraid ? 

. Can one who is conscious of personal defects and short- 

comings properly undertake the work ? 


An &w 


HAT shali we say of equipment for the work of 
individual soul-winning before one dares be- 
gin, and of the danger of doing harm by 

making serious mistakes? Shall one hold back for 
fear of doing harm? What are the essentials of 
equipment? What brings effectiveness? Shall one 
wait until he has an expert knowledge of the Bible? 
Of theology ? Power in argument and discussion ? 

To get a decisive answer to these questions, stop 
and consider what ‘‘ individual work"’ is. It is sim- 
ply a telling others of our experience of Christ's love, 
so that they may share it. This does not call first for 
an expert knowledge of the contents of the Bible, or 
of theology, nor for skill in discussion and power in 
argument. It does call for unshaken, unshakable 
knowledge of what Jesus Christ has done for us, and 
for a deeply-rooted purpose to share that knowledge 
with others. 

That is all. We must know Christ, and we must 
know the one to whom we would make Christ attract- 
ive. There are certain ways which are more likely 
than others to win persons to us, and those ways it is 
the purpose of this series to study. But we need not 
hold off from the work even for this brief study. The 
best way to begin is to begin ; and the best time to 
begin is now. 

The real question is not, ‘*Is this the best time for a 
personal word for Christ?’’ but it is ‘‘ Am I willing to 
improve this time for Christ, and for a precious soul, 
whether it is the best time or not?’’ If the Christian 
waits until-the sinner gives sign of a desire for help, or 
until the Christian thinks that a loving word to the sinner 
will be most timely, he is not likely to begin at all. The 
only safe rule for his guidance is to speak lovingly of 
Christ and of Christ’s love for the individual whenever 
one has an opportunity of choosing his subject of con- 
versation in an interview with an individual who may 
be in special need, yet who has given no special indica- 
tion of it, 2 


.. Of course, this does not mean that one is to engage 

‘ta this most subtle and vital work in a haphazard, 
promiscuous way, without any ‘reference to one’s 
surroundings or acquaintanceship. Dr. Trumbull 
drew the line of discrimination, as is shown in the 
following incident of one of his Northfield visits : 


Mr. Studd and some of his Cambridge associates came 
to me, after the meeting, and asked my assistance in be- 
half of one of their countrymen who was with them. He 
was a young man standing high in his university. His 
father was eminent in the nation, Hence the influence of 
the young man would be great according as he used it for 
or against the right. He had, as yet, no interest in the 
Christian work that had drawn to Northfield some of his 
personal friends. He had come thither because of his in- 
timacy with some of them, but he had little sympathy with 
them in their interest in what was represented by the 
Northfield Conference. They had sought in vain to win 
his interest in these things on the voyage over, and now 
they had come for my help. 

‘*Give us your help, Dr. Trumbull,’’ said Mr. Studd. 
‘*It would amply repay us for coming to America if we 
could only win this man to Christ.’’ 

‘* My dear friends,’’ I said, ‘*I cannot help you. I have 
no special power in winning souls. I have merely told 
you this evening of my habit of speaking a word for Christ 
to those whom God puts under my influence, or for whom, 
in some way, he gives’me a responsibility. This young 
man is not one of that sort. I have merely met him here 
as one with you. All I can say is that I will have your 





1 From “ Individual Work for Individuals,”’ by H. Clay Trumbull, a 
record of fifty years of actual experiences in personal soul-winning 
which is the basis of these studies, and from which the paragraphs in 
smaller type are quoted, unless otherwise credited. 


request in mind, and if I meet him so that I have a right 
to speak to him, I will not fail to use the opportunity.’’ 

** Well, we shall be praying for you and him, and I trust 
that God will open a way for a blessing.”’ 


Now see what followed, when a man who was care- 
ful to observe the requirements of ordinary courtesy 
and to respect the rights of individuality was never- 
theless prayerfully watchful. . 


It was then nearly midnight. TI left the Auditorium and 
went across the campus to the hall in which I had my 
room. As I went up the steps of that hall, I saw a young 
man standing in the shadow. He stepped forward to 
meet me. It was the young Cambridge student of whom 
we had been speaking, and for whom his friends and as- 
sociates were now praying. As I greeted him cordially, 
he said: 

** Dr. Trumbull, I was over in the Auditorium and I 
heard your address. And now I want your help. When 
are you going away ? When can I have a talk with you?”’ 

‘*T’d gladly talk to-night with you,’’ I said, ‘* but I am 
not going away until to-morrow noon.”’ 

So it was arranged that I should meet him as I came out 
from the breakfast room early the next morning. Bidding 
him good-night, I went to my room to thank God and to 
pray to God. As I came from the breakfast room, I 
found the ‘‘ man greatly beloved ’’ awaiting me. Together 
we sought a retired spot, under the trees, at some dis- 
tance from the buildings. There we hada plain, free 
talk. He was entirely ready to take the step of submis- 
sion to Christ, and of entering his service. 


What Mistakes Shall We Fear? 

A prominent preacher once sent for publication in 
The Sunday School Times an article on ‘‘ The Dan- 
gers of Personal Evangelism.’’ It was returned un- 
published. For Dr. ‘Trumbull had learned early in 
his work that there is only one mistake to be really 
afraid of here. Of a certain experience he wrote : 


That experience with my first young convert in the army 
encouraged me in my individual work. with’ individuals 
there. I saw that it were better to make a mistake ‘in one’s 
first effort at a. personal religious conversation; and correct 
that mistake afterwards, than not to make any-effort. There 
can-be no mistake so bad, in working--for -an individual 
oul for Christ, as the fatal mistake of not-making ‘any hon- 
est endeavor. How many persons refrain from doing any- 
thing lest they should possibly do -the wrong thing just 
now! Not doing is the worst of doing... ‘‘ Inasmuch as 
ye did it not, depart from me,”’’ is a foretold sentence of 
the Judge of all. 


After a meeting at which the writer had. been urg- 
ing the duty of being willing to risk mistakes rather 
than make the greatest mistake of saying nothing for 
Christ, a woman present teld of her experience. She 
had longed to lead to Christ a girl in her Sunday- 
school class. One day she called: upon the girl, de- 
termined to have a loving talk about the matter. But 
her courage failed ; she talked about every subject but 
the greatest one, and when she left, the purpose of 
her call had not been mentioned. She started home 
in discouragement ; wheeled around ; went back to 
the house ; and in a blundering, faltering way she 
told her young friend how she wished she would give 
herself to the Saviour. Then the teacher left the 
house for the second time and went home, but not 
before the girl had plainly shown that she was very 
angry at her caller for what she had dared todo. At 
the next communion service of the church that young 
girl stood up and, confessing Christ as her Saviour, 
was received into full membership in the church. 
Her teacher went to her with a full heart, told her 
how glad she was, and asked her what it was that had 
led her to take the step. ‘Why, it was what you 
said to me that day you called,’’ was the reply. And 
one Sunday-school teacher was rejoiced that she had 
dared to make a ‘‘mistake.’’ 

Our ‘‘feelings’’ have no place as a factor in this 
work. What is called ‘‘ the passion for souls’’ would 
seem to bea feeling of overwhelming desire to win 
others to Christ that very few possess or ever will- 
possess. But this absence of feeling neither relieves 
us of our simple duty nor need hinder us in its doing. 
We do not have to like one before seeking to win him 
to Christ. If we sawa neighbor's house on fire, we 
should not stop to weigh our feelings for that neighbor 
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before sounding thealarm. Feelings will seldom lead 
one to the doing of this supreme duty. But both love 
and liking for a fellow-man are likely to follow our 
efforts to bring this greatest of blessings to him. 

What of the worker's own character, or lack of 
character, as bearing on the doing of this work? Shall 
we let the consciousness of our own unworthiness, 
our many shortcomings, keep us from it? Shall we 
hold off until our own lives are more nearly in accord 
with the Christ-life, better examples of what Christ 
can do for one? 


Should Our Defects Silence Us ? 

Why should we? Is not our own unworthiness, 
after all, one of the chief appeals that we can make 
to those who are like us in this terrible need of a 
Saviour? We speak as saved sinners, not as superior 
beings. We know whereof we speak, for we know 
the need, and we know how great is the saving love 
that can outweigh even our unworthiness. That love 
of Christ we would share, for all need it just as we 
do. ‘‘ For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
as Lord, and ourselves as your sefvants for Jesus’ 
sake. ... But we have this treasure in earthen ves- 
sels, that the exceeding greatness of the power may 
be of God, and not from ourselves’’ (2 Cor. 4 : 5, 7). 

It is not so much a question of our defects, as of 
Christ's sufficiency, nor of the difficulty in the way of 
speaking, as of our purpose to overcome such diffi- 
culty. A pathetically striking instance of insistent 
and joyous determination to speak for Christ to indi- 
viduals is given in S. H. Hadley's account of Jerry 
McAuley's first efforts. While in prison Jerry had 
been won to his Saviour. 


He immediately went to work with an ardor and courage 
that would put many of us missionaries to shame. Under 
the rules of the prison at that time, very little opportunity 
was given to speak to any one. Only as they were march- 
ing to and fro, with lockstep, from prison to workshop, 
from workshop to meals, and then back to prison again, 
could he speak to the man in front and the one behind, 
telling the burning news that was filling his soul, that he 
had found Jesus, that his sins were pardoned, and how 
happy he was in his new-found joy. 

At the table he was able to speak to the one on his right 
hand, and the one on his left, but even with this limited 
opportunity a wonderful revival broke out in the prison as 
a result of Jerry’s labors. Missionaries of the city went up, 
and every opportunity was given them by the management. 
Bible classes were formed of the converts, and wonderful 
work was done for God. Jerry was the center of all this 
activity. (From S. H. Hadley’s ‘* Down in Water Street.’’) 


Of this we may be sure : nothing brings into one's 
own life such a powerful lift to higher levels as the 
doing of individual work for others. It is bound to 
raise one’s own standards of life and conduct. It is 
the most effective safeguard against personal failure 
that we can find. The best way to conquer self is to 
forget self in an effort to help ‘‘ the other fellow.’’ 

Not only will continued work in this field strengthen 
our spiritual fiber and deepen our spiritual life, but it 
will inevitably lead us into more thoughtful and profit- 
able Bible study, broaden our other interests, increase 
our sensitiveness and tact, and give us ever greater 
power to love. Yet ali these blessings to self will 
come only from a complete forgetting of self in our 
loving interest in others. 


Our Right to be Confident 

There is no rcom in this work for self-confidence ; 
but there’ is no room, either, for lack of God-confi- 
dence. We have the same Power working with us 
that Jesus had with him. ‘‘ As the Father hath sent 
me,’’ he says to his disciples, ‘‘ even so send I you.’’ 
Results we shall not always see. But results we must 
always hope for and believe in. ‘‘You don’t expect to 
have conversions every time you preach, do you ?’’ 
Spurgeon is said to have asked a young minister who 
was seeking how to get greater results from his 
ministry. ‘‘Oh, no,’’ said the young man. ‘ Then 
you won't,’’ was the retort. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
(To test one’s grasp of this lesson.) 

1. What is individual work, simply defined ? 

2. What is not called for, in the way of equipment? 
What is called for ? 

3- How would you draw the line between haphazard, 
promiscuous working, and that which is not ? 

4. What is the only mistake that need really be feared ? 

5. Have you ever known personally of an instance 
where the worker feared that a mistake had been made, 
yet which resulted well? Describe it. 

6. What place have our feelings in this work? Why ? 

7. Should a person who is conscious of failures in his 
own life attempt this work? Why? 

[The next lesson wili consider the first of the working prin- 
ciples, ‘‘ Winning at the Start.’’ Later lessons will treat of 
** Seeking Common Interests,"’ ‘‘ Place of the Bible in This 


Work," ‘‘Conviction Better Than Argument,’ and ‘‘ How 
Our Lord Worked.’’| 
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Some of the Good Things to Come 





Wherein John’s Gospel is Unique 
By the Very Rev. John H. Bernard, D.D. 


Dean of St. Patrick's Cathedrai, Dublin 





What Messiah Did the Jews Look For? 
By A. T. Robertson, M.A,, D.D. 


Professor of New Testament Interpretation, Southern 
Baptist Theolagical Seminary 


Sidelights That 
Are Searchlights 


On the Gospel of John, to appear in the 
Times during the first six months of 1908 


The best that the whole world’s reverent, construct- 


The Resurrection Challenged and 
Vindicated 
By James Orr, M.A., D.D. 


Professor of Apologetics and Theology, Glasgow College; 
author of ‘‘ The Bible Under Trial,’’ ‘‘ The Virgin 
Birth of Christ,’’ etc. 





ive Christian scholarship has learned about the Bible 
is the least that The Sunday School Times is content 
to offer its readers. It does not stop with its four pages, 
every week, of classified and graded lesson helps; 
it adds to this unique equipment such masterly side- 
- lights as are announced on this page. No other paper 
in the world will give you just this ammunition in 1908 


The Holy Spirit in Practical Life 


By James G. K. McClure, D.D. 
President of McCormick Theological Seminary 





The One-by-One Method of Jesus 


By H. Wellington Wood 


One of the most successful individual workers for souls 
among the laymen of America 


John 3:16; What It Meant to Me, 
and. What It Means 


By Edward Everett Hale, Jr., Ph.D. 
Professor of English in Union College 


Shepherd Customs of the East 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Minister ofthe Anglo-American Congregation, Beyrout, 
Syria; author of ‘‘ Bible Manners and Customs * 





Jesus’ Idea of True Sabbath Observance 


By Henry G. Weston, D.D., LL.D. 


President of Crozer Theological Seminary 


When and Why Did Jesus Denounce Men? 


By Robert E. Speer 


Author of ** Young Men Who Overcame,"’ *‘ The 
Marks of a Man,”’ etc. 


Jesus’ Denial and Betrayal Contrasted 


By Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D. 
President of the Central High School, Philadelphia 





John the Baptist’s Debased Successors 
The Nazirites of Present-Day Muhammadanism 


By G. E. White, D.D. 


Dean of Anatolia College, Marsovan, Turkey 





The Master Teacher’s Greatest Lesson 


An Editorial 


The Good Shepherd in Early Christian Art 


By Professor Victor Schultze 


Greifswald, Germany 








This is Only a Hint of The Sunday School Times in 1908 





Tobacco and the Nervous System 


The distinguished neurologist of the Manhattan State 
Hospital for the Insane, Dr. 1.. Pierce Clark, believes that 
tobacco’s effects on the nervous system are noteworthy, 
and will tell of his investigations and convictions, 





Adult Bible Class Questions Answered 


The International Adult Department Superintend- 
ent, Mr. W. C, Pearce, will conduct a question-and- 
answer column exclusively in the Times, for the solution 
of the problems that may arise in your work. 





A Woman's Impressions in Palestine 


Miss. Julie M. Lippmann will give in vivid word- 
pictures her impressions of missionary life and work, 
and everyday scenes, in the Holy Land and Egypt. 


Chemistry Experiments that Really 
Illustrate 


Writes a teacher to Eugene C. Foster: ‘‘I tried 
your experiment of the different liquids and acids you 
spoke of for the lesson of August 25, and the boys 
were extremely interested. Anything tangible, I find, 
appeals more to boys than a lot of words. I hope 
in the near future you will give us more.’? Mr. 
Foster will. He is an expert student of chemistry, 
and he will tell you, in his teaching of ‘* My Class of 
Boys,’’ how to drive truth home by effective, yet very 
simple, experiments that will hold any class. 


My Class of Girls 


Every week Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster will tell 
you teachers of girls’ classes how she would make the 
Sunday-school lesson interesting and helpful to girls, 





Healthy Fiction for Sunday Reading 


That popular ‘‘home reading’’ page that was 
crowded out by other good things is going to get back 
again a dozen times, we hope, during 1908. 











Six Strange Sunday-Schools 


They run all the way from Galician Canadians to 
the Filipinos ; including a Gentile’s impressions in a 
Mormon school; Hawaii, a Sunday-school in a saw- 
mill ! 


What High School Students Think 
of Church and Sunday-school 


Professor William E. Ashcraft, of Ohio, is investi- 
gating the likes and dislikes of young people in rela- 
tion to the work of church and Sunday-school, and 
will give Times readers his results. Some unexpected 
tacts are likely to develop. 


Alcohol in Wine-Drinking Countries 


It is said that in countries where light wines are 
used almost like food, the use of alcohol is harmless. 
This popular lie is going to be ‘‘ nailed’’ bya scientific 
man who knows the hard facts, —Matthew Woods, M.D. 





Should the Minister Seek a Call? 


The most vexing and delicate question of practical 
ministerial life will be discussed by several prominent 





Recollections of Harriet Beecher Stowe 





Problems That Puzzle Mothers 


Sagacious parents who have helped to solve them 
will tell how to handle such questions as the chil- 
dren’s allowances, teaching the Bible in the home, 
and the child’s savings. 





The late Rev. Samuel Scoville, who married the 
only daughter of Henry Ward Beecher, had prepared 
the 
These have 
been secured-for exclusive publication in the Times. 


before his death his intimate recollections of 
famous author of ** Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’’ 





pastors and seminary presidents. 





A Golden Verse That Helped Me 


Readers of the Times describe why, from a real life- 
experience, some Bible verse is precious to them. This 
will give you a wealth of verses worth memorizing. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


LEVEN hundred years before the first Christmas 
day a clean-minded, high-spirited, true-as- 
steel man taught the trembling, cowardly, 

weak-kneed Israelites exactly the same lesson that 
the Son of God came down to teach to the whole 
world. Therefore it will be a practicable and an in- 
teresting thing to combine the two lessons of this 
week—Samuel and the Christmas lesson—and teach 


’ them as one. Let the class have the truth which is 


suggested in the opening sentence above, as their 
starting-point, and get them to work out with you 
the lesson referred to,—that which was taught by 
Samuel and by Jesus. Watch your time carefully, 
so as to divide it fairly between the two lessons and 
allow a few minutes for the closing summary. 

Taking up Samuel first, make plain the story of 
what had happened (1 Sam. 5, 6; Beecher, on page 
637, ‘‘Intervening events”; Ridgway, first para- 
graph). The people wanted salvation, escape from 
the galling bondage of the Philistines; and Samuel 
wanted to help them to this. He told them plainly 
the only way to bring it to pass (v. 3; Beecher, latter 
half of paragraph on vs. 2-4; Ridgway, 3; Sanders, 
5,6). The complete acceptance of God's leading was 
their only hope—but a sure hope—of success and 
victory (Ridgway, 4, 6,7). The people took Sam- 
uel’s advice, gave themselves to single-hearted serv- 
ice of God, and their victory was overwhelming 
(Beecher, on v. 13). 

Turning tothe New Testament lesson, begin by 
‘noting wherein Samuel’s birth and Jesus’ birth were 
alike, and wherein they were different. Dr. Dun- 
ning’s first paragraph explains this. Then devote a 
few minutes to bringing out the facts of the story, 
using the following material : 


Details of facts and tradition (Riddle, first five para- 
graphs). 

Why were Herod and the people troubled? (Riddle, on 
Vv. 3.) 

Who were the Wise-men (Dunning, 2). 


Can we now find the common ground between these 
two Bible pictures,—the lesson of Samuel, and the 
lesson of Christmas Day? What, according to 
Samuel, was to be the -result of loyalty to God? 
‘* Serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the 
hand of the Philistines.’ That meant victory, and 
prosperity; peace and plenty. . What was the promise 
of Christmas? ‘' A.governor, who shall be shepherd 
of my people.” Shepherding means deliverance 

rom every evil and enemy, and provision for every 
need. Yielding to the Christ-government assured 
the shepherding. 

The same loving Father who tried to save his peo- 
ple by prophets finally sent his only Son as his mes- 
senger and representative. It was the greatest Gift 
the world has.ever known. And it carried with it 
the promise of every other good and perfect gift. 
But only as we yield ourselves in unconditional sur- 
render to this loving Saviour who longs to govern 
our lives, can we have his best shepherding, his rich- 
est gifts. He gives himself ; he asks us for the gift 
of ourselves, 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 
The best possible climax to our teaching of this lesson is 
that which Mr. Foster suggests (third to fifth paragraphs), 
The tremendous import of the details of the Christmas 
scene (Dunning, last). | 
There is, for every life, a star pointing to Jesus (Gordon, 


3 5)- 

Why Christmas ought to be the great missionary day 
(Pierson, 1). 

The thrilling Bolengi Christmas of 1906 (Pierson, 2). 

How much earlier may the Wise-men first have seen the 
star? (Riddle, on v. 7.) 

The gifts to Christ at Bethlehem to-day (Howie, 2). 

What does Christ’s birth mean to me? (Howard). 

Gold for her King (Illustrations, last). 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 


1.. Commit to memory the 98th Psalm. 
. 2, Read Joshua 3 : 17; 6: 1-20; 24 : 14-28. 
3- Name five persons prominently mentioned during the 
quarter, 
4. How often did God tell Joshua to be strong -and 
courageous ? 
. 5. What lesson have you learned from a man of eighty- 
ve? 
6. What lesson from a boy of twelve? 
7. Why did Joshua plead with Israel to serve the Lord ? 
8.. Whicn one of the quarter’s lessons. means most to 
you, and why? 


The lesson on “Samuel the Upright Judge” 
(x Sam. 7 : 1-13) is treated by the writers of “ The 
Adult Class,” “The Busy Man’s Corner,” and 
by Dr. Beecher, whose “ Difficult Points Ex- 
plained” will be found on page 636. 


The Lesson Text 


t Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, ! Wise-men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, 22 Where is he that is born King 
of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and are come to 
8 worship him. --And when Herod the king heard-it, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering to- 
gether all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ should be born. 5 And they said 
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judza: for thus it is written 
through the prophet, 

6 ¢And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah : 

For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 

Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. 
7 Then Herod privily called the ! Wise-men, and learned of 
them exactly 5what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent 
them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly con- 
cerning the young child ; and when ye have found Aim, bring 
me word, that I also may come and 8 worship him. 9 And 
they, having heard the king, went their way ; and lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child was. 10 And when they saw 
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And they 
came into the house and saw the young child with Mary his 
mother ; and they fell down and worshipped him ; and open- 
ing their treasures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frank- 
incense and myrrh, 12 And being warned of God in a dream 
that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their 
own country another way. 





1 Gr. Magi. Compare Esther x. 13; Dan. 2,12; Acts 13. 6,8. 2Or, 
Where is the King of the Jews that is born? * The Greek word de- 
notes an act of reverence whether paid to a creature (see ch.-4 g; 18. 
26), or to the Creator (see ch. 4. 10). # Mic. v.2. 5 Or, The time of 
the star that appeared 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


According to the King James Version: 


V. 1, there came wise men from the east; v. 2, Saying... for we 
have seen his star; v. 3, When Herod the king had heard ¢hese things; 
v. 4, And when he had gathered . . . together... he demanded of them 
where Christ ; v. 5, for thus it is written by the prophet; v. 6, And thou 
Bethlehem, 7” the land of Juda, art not the least . . . of Juda shall come 
a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel : v. 7, Then Herod, when 
he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently ; v. 8, 
Go and search diligently for the young child . . . bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship him also; v. 9, When they had heard 
the king, they departed; v. 10, When they saw; v.11, And when they 
were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; v. 12, And 
being warned of God. 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 
The two-faced are blind to both sides. 


There can be no fear to those who have once seen 
His face. 


There ts no annunciation without some great re- 
nunciation. 

Some of our professions must be judged by our 
possesstons, 


If we but see God in all things, to review life ts 
to renew faith, 


Too many are trying to go back to God with their 
pockets full of idols. 


Every sacrifice is both a test of sincerity and an 
expression of service. 


If you would have power with men you must pre- 
serve your contact with God. 


Our consecration almost always seems to act as @ 
provocation of the old enemies. 


Prayer has often hewn the monument of praise 
out of the mountain of difficulty. 


There is little sense of the reality of the Saviour 
without the sense of the reality of sin. 


CHICAGO. 


LESSON 12. DECEMBER 22. CHRISTMAS LESSON 


Matt. 2: 1-12. (Read Matt. 2.) Memory verses: 10-12 
Golden Text: For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.—Luke 2: 11 





Difficult Points Explained 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
(For Dr. Beecher's notes on the Samuel lesson, see page 636.) 


HE Magi probably did not reach Bethlehem be- 
fore the presentation in the temple, forty days 
after the birth of — Such a public appear- 

ance would scarcely follow the warning to Joseph (v. 
13), nor would Mary offer the gift of poverty (Luke 
2: 24) after receiving the offerings of the Magi. 

Places.—‘‘ The east ” was probably Persia, as the 
name Magi suggests. Bethlehem, the city of David, 
was five miles southwest of Jerusalem, on the road 
to Hebron. The location of ‘‘the house” (v. 11) is 
unknown. 

Time.—Accepting December 25, 749 (= B.C. 5), as 
the date of the birth of Jesus, the adoration of the 
Magi must be placed after February 2, 750 (— B.C. 4), 
‘*Candlemas Day,” as it is named in England. 
‘‘Epiphany,” January 6, commemiorates the visit of 
the Magi, but the date is too early. All these dates, 
so far as days are concerned, are conjectural, and 
used here for convenience, The year is determined 
by the death of Herod, in April, 750. 

Persons.—The name ‘‘ Magi” points to the priestly 
caste in Persia, scholars and astrologers of the Zo- 
roastrian religion. Tradition makes them three in 
number, named Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. 
‘* Herod the king” (called ‘‘the Great”) was an Idu- 
mean, made king by Romaninfluence. He was very 
cruel; his descendants appear throughout the entire 
period of New Testament history. 

The Star in the East.—It is held by many that the 
**star” was a remarkable conjunction of planets. But 
the astronomical data are not conclusive. ‘That it 
was a supernatural phenomenon seems to be implied 
in the details of the narrative. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.— Wise-men ; One word in Greek, and an 
official title; hence the hyphenated and capitalized 
form.in the American Revision. 

Verse 2.—Born King of the Jews: The margin 
gives another possible rendering ; but this sense is 
preferable.—Saw : Not, ‘‘have seen”; they did not 
continue to see it (v. 9).—/m# the east: The singular 
number is used here and in verse g, but the plural in 
verse 1. Hence some hold that the sense here is *‘ at 
its rising.” But ‘tin the east” is allowable, possibly 
meaning ‘‘in the eastern sky.”—Come to worship 
him: Religious adoration is implied; but see the 
marginal note of the American Revisers. 

Verse 3.—He was troubled; The question pointed 
to the Messiah, the true King.—A// Jerusalem with 
him: Probably from fear of Herod. The Jews ex- 
pected troubles before the coming of the Messiah. 

Verse 4.—/nqguired: *‘ Demanded” is inaccurate. 
—The Christ: The Messiah; the article should be 
retained in such cases, 

Verse 5.—/n Bethlehem of Judasa : There was an- 
other Bethlehem, in Galilee.— 7hrough: More exact 
than ‘‘ by,” hence preferred by the American Revis- 
ers in this and all similar cases. 

Verse 6.— Bethlehem, land of Judah : **Bethlehem 
Ephrathath” is the form in Micah 5: 2, freely cited 
here.—Be shepherd: Including ruiing and feeding. 

Verse 7.— Exactly: More accurate than either 
*‘carefully’”’ or ‘diligently ”; so in verse 8.— What 
time the star appeared : Or, ‘‘the time of the star 
that appeared.” It has been inferred, though not with 
certainty, from verse 16, that the appearance was two 
years earlier. 

Verse 9.— Went their way: Not ** departed” (as 
in v. 12), but continued their journey.— Went before 
them; It has been claimed that this was a recurrence 
of the planetary conjunction, and that as they went 
south it seemed to go before them. But it has not 
been proved that such a natural phenomenon re- 
curred at the probable date.— Stood over where the 
young child was: Over the house is suggested by 
what follows. 

Verse 11.— The young child with Mary his mother: 
A significant phrase, agreeing with the statements of 
chapter 1. The Revised Version, by its punctuation, 
properly emphasized the three leading facts: saw, 
worshipped, and.affered. The last term is used of 
offerings to kings or to God.—Gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh: All costly gifts; the second, a bitter 
resinous gum, distilled from a tree found in both Per- 
sia and Arabia, and often used in worship. 

Verse 12.— Warned of God: ‘‘ Of God" does not 
occur in the Greek. — They departed: Or, ‘* with- 
drew,’’ as it is often rendered in the Revised Version. 
—Another way : Avoiding Jerusalem, to which they 
would naturally return, whatever the position of 
** their own country.” 
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Following and Finding the Light 


By S. D. Gordon 


ESUS is the great center of attraction on earth 
and in heaven. Little Bethlehem lies just over 
the mountain-line beyond the eastern coast of 

the Mediterranean Sea. And at Christmas it be- 
comes the center of attraction to a host which no man 
can number, of every kindred and tongue and tribe 
and people and nation. For there Jesus was born. 
There God softly came in among men as one of them 
that he might lift from within up to the old Eden 
level of fellowship with himself. All heaven seemed 
to hover over that birthplace. The stars eagerly 
threw down their brightest light, and sent a special 
messenger to show men the place. The angels sang 
their sweetest songs, and the glory of the Lord, which 
in the fleecy pillar had guided through the trackless 
waste of sand, now flooded down over the spot where 
the new-born babe lay. Every Christmas time an 
increasingly large number of men and women and 
children look eagerly over the edge of the Bethlehem 
manger into the face of that holy babe, Jesus’ 
name has to-day a power of attraction above any 
other word that can be spoken, It seems almost 
magical in its potency. At its mention any audience 
will hush to listen. Jesus is the world’s center of 
attraction to-day. 

Jesus’ drawing power began very early, and has 
grown steadily among men up to this gracious hour. 
At his birth he drew these reverent star-students 
from their far-away home. He drew Herod by the 
law of the attraction of opposites. He drew together 
the leading men of the nation to confer about his 
arrival. Later he said that if he were. lifted up out 
of the earth, he would draw all men. He drew them 
before he was lifted up,—the poor and rich, the sick 
and the well, the strong and the weak, the pure in 
heart and the sinful, the intellectuals and the com- 
mon crowd,—all eagerly crowded to him. And he 
has been drawing men ever since, in Europe and 
Africa, in the Americas, and now all anew back in the 
Orient, the place of his birth. And he always draws 
out the best ina man, Nobody has power to draw 
like Jesus, 

There is a bright star pointing every man to 
Jesus,. The star in the east, or ‘‘ at its rising,” called 
these men, and lighted their way to, where ane 
was. There is a point of light rising in the sky of 
each of us, calling and lighting the way to this bright 
and morning star,‘ the light that lighteth every man 
that, cometh into the world.”’ |The stars in the literal 
heavens above are telling of his glory. The voice 
within the soul speaks of his beauty. The Book of 
God in our hands is ablaze with the full light of his 

resence, Every. church-building we pass, every 

ymn floating out to our ears, every message of 
truth listened to, every bit of love :and brightness 
coming into our lives, every providential circum- 
stance, each is a bright star rising in our sky; they 
come from him and they point to him. Have you fol- 
lowed your star until you have found the King ? 

Jesus’ coming made trouble, This half-breed ruler, 
Herod, was troubled. And all Jerusalem, that prided 
itself on its pure Jewish blood, was troubled with 
him. Their trouble brought them together. For this 
Jesus was announced as a king. And neither Herod 
nor the Jerusalem chief priest wanted a king. A 
king coming threatened Herod’s royal seat. He 
wanted it for himself. It threatened seriously the 
ambitions of the inner circle that practically con- 
trolled the government, and, more important yet, the 
temple finances. They didn’t want a king unless he 
was one with whom they could make a bargain. 
They did not want such a king as Jesus at all, under 
any circumstances. 

esus still makes trouble for men. Their con- 

sciences are troubled at thought of him, because 
of their ambitions, and because of their lives. He 
is still a King,—not simply a Saviour from our sins, 
but a ruler of our lives. And he is an autocratic 
ruler. It is true he will rule only by our glad, free 
consent, and that he rules very winsomely, but 
he must be allowed to reign absolutely. any a 
man approves of Christian civilization, and Christian 
culture, and churches, who would be much troubled 
at the thought of personal dealings with Jesus. For 
Jesus as king of our lives turns out everything op- 
posed to himself. All impurity and selfishness, all 
dishonesty aud lying and trickiness, are put behind 
the bars or executed when this king comes to the 
throne. And so it comes to pass that Jesus still 
makes trouble wherever he finds what he cannot 
approve. Better be troubled over the things within 
that would be troubled by his presence, that they 
may be cleaned out and he admitted to rule. 

Earnest seekers always become glad finders, The 
star-led seekers found the King. They found him in 
a strange place for a King, but they didn’t care for 
the manger so long as they saw the King. Persist- 
ently and faithfuJly they had followed the light that 
came, and it led them straight to Jesus. Every light 
of heaven and earth leads to Jesus, for it starts from 
him. They that follow the light that comes will find 
him without fail. They who knock are sure of fird- 
ing an opening door. hese seekers sought a king. 
Just what their thought was it is not possible for us 
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to know. It was certainly beret 6 different from the 
Herod and the Jerusalem thought. No self-seekin, 
ambitions hindered their search, When they foun 
their joy knew no bounds. They paid the reverent 
homage of their hearts, and poured out the wealth of 
their treasures. Such seekers always find. The un- 
selfish seeker for light and for P apn always finds it 
and him,—it in him. He finds far more than he had 
expected. And the find brings a joy that gets ever 
deeper, and that bubbles over into all his life, and 
out of it to others, 


Manison, N. J. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights ' 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


ND he sent them to Bethlehem (v.8). On Christ- 
mas Eve the successor of Herod, but nobler far 
than he, His Excellency the Pasha of Jerusalem, 

called a company of faithful soldiers and sent them to 
Bethlehem, not on a mission of murder, nor with any 
evil motive (Matt. 2: 8-16), but to escort from Jerusalem 
to Bethlehem and back the patriarch, the official head 
of the worshipers of the ‘* Young Child,” and also to 
watch the crowded road as well as the city itself, 
in the interest of ag and public comfort. We 
arrived ahead of the patriarch, but the crowd was 
already so great that there was literally ‘*noroom 
for us in the inn” (Luke 2: 7), nor in the convents. 
We summoned a private friend, who took us up into 
a furnished upper-room in his own house. 

And opening their treasures they offered unto 
him gifts, gold (v. 11). Gifts far greater anda 
thousand times repeated gifts of gold are placed at the 
disposal of Christ’s representatives nowin Bethlehem 
—namely, the Church Missionary Society of England, 
the Jerusalem Verein of Germany, and the Ripping 
family of Sweden. This gold is used to provide 
shelter for the homeless, food for the hungry, clothes 
for the naked, education for the illiterate, and the 
preaching of the gospel to the unsaved. 


SuweEir, Mt. LEBANON, SyRIA. " 
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The Best Christmas Celebration 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning’ 
By Delavan.L. Pierson 


HE first Christmas was a missionary Christmas. 

. (t) Christ himself. was a missionary. (2) The 

song of the angels was a missionary song. (3) 

The first gifts were missionary gifts brought from 

foreign lands by the Wise-men. Is it not the best 

kind of Christmas celebration to remember God’s lov- 

ing gift to us, help spread the angel message, and 
bring our best gifts to show our love to Christ ? 

The Christians of Bolengi, on the Congo river, 
Africa, have not long had the Light, but they have 
found this the best kind of a Christmas. Many 
preparations are made for the celebration, The 
evangelists go out into all the country round telling 
the good news, and bring back as many new con- 
verts as they can. All the Christians save from 
their poverty to bring their Christmas gifts. Last 
year eighteen evangelists came to the Mission Station 
the week before Christmas, bringing over one hun- 
dred people who were seeking the Saviour, The 
church was too small to hold the crowds, so that they 
decided to bring their offerings for a new building— 
a birthday present to Christ. Some who had no 
money to give brought their most valued possessions 
and sold them. hildren went without food, or 
worked to earn a little money; young men and 
women gave up their few ornaments, and parents 
gave all they could—and joyfully—both of time and 
money. ‘The result was that they.contributed enough 
to build the church. Then the converts were exam- 
ined and baptized, and all sat down to a Christmas 
feast. In the evening there was an evangelistic 
service, when four men took turns in telling some- 
thing of the birth of Christ, and what his coming 
meant to Africa. A fitting close to this inspiring 
day was the sending out of eighteen evangelists and 
teachers to carry the gospel tothe neighboring tribes. 
Would not such a celebration please Christ ? 

How many in your class are like the Wise-men— 
seeking the Saviour, worshiping him, bringing 
precious gifts to him ? How many schools celebrate 
Christ’s birth by a giving, worshiping, evangelizing 
Christmas? One gift may bring the guspel to hun- 
dreds who would otherwise never hear the angel 
message. An orphan girl, not long ago, brought her 
pastor one week’s wages to help send a missionary 
with the good news. The story of her gift was pub- 
lished, and led one hundred and seven others to.offer 
a week’s wages for the same purpose. These ranged 
in amount from twenty-five cents to $500, and in all 
over $10,000 was the result of this one girl's sacrifice. 
What gift are you bringing to celebrate the birthday 
of your Saviour and the Saviour of the world ? 

References: ‘‘Christmas Days in Missionary  History."’ 
Missionary Review, December, 1903. ‘* How the Lord Multi- 
plied the Widow's Mite," Missionary. Review, August, igoo. 

Brooktyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


SRAEL at this time was like some men we all 
know. Shiloh, the place of worship, was neg- 
lected. The wonderfully wrought tabernacle 

was in storage. The ark, after its adventure among 
the Philistines, was in the house of Abinadab, where 
it remained a lifetime. The Philistines kept an eye 
on Israel. Samuel was working among his people, 
like a faithful pastor in a dead church, trying to stir 
up some spiritual life. His work at length began to 
tell, They ‘‘ lamented after Jehovah” (v. 2); “ put 
away strange gods” (v. 3); heart searching and pub- 
lic religious services (v. 5 


Gather all Israel... 1 will pray for you (v. 5). 
Wonderful power in public assembly. French Revo- 
lution. Shoulder to shoulder, and there comes a cer- 
tain psychic influence all can feel, though none 
understand, You can study your Bible, read a good 
sermon, and pray at home, to be sure—but there is 
something else we get in sitting side by side with 
friends and neighbors in the mid-week prayer-meet- 
ing \(Matt. 18: 20; Heb, 10: 25). It is a great privi- 
lege to pray for others, ‘ Availeth much” (Jas. 5: 
10). None of us know how much we owe to the 
prayers of others, This from Tennyson: 


** More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy voice 
Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 
For what are men better than sheep or goats 
That nourish a blind life within the brain, 
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call them friend ? 
And so the whole round world is every way 
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God.’ 


Drew water, and poured it out before Jehovah, 
and fasted (v. 6). You cannot: gather up poured 
water, and so it was symbol of the binding nature of 
vow and promise. Their grief over sin was so great 
they could not eat. Have you ever fasted on that 
account? They confessed their sins. When you do 
that there is hope for you, too. ‘To quit sinning does 
not make you pure. If a man ‘decides to give up 
mail-robbing and murder that does not make him a 
good citizen. Would have no confidencein him until 
he confessed his guilt and showed his sorrow. Sin 
will never be abandoned as long as a sense of its sin- 
fulness is lacking. The penitent heart must confess 
(Psa.'51:3,4). inky 

When the Philistines heard... the lords... 
went up against Israel (v. 7). ‘The lords were right 


when they concluded -religious assembly meant. re-* 


volt. Can’t keep people in bondage when they have 
faith in God. Get down your histories and see. A 
praying army is invincible. Cromwell's Ironsides. 

ame of a praying:railroad. President Sloan, of the 
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western, was a godly 
man, observed Sunday, and in spite of ridicule ran 
the road for years on religious lines—and will you 
please note the market price of its stock. What other 
railroad stock has been worth over $500 per share ? 
The old man is gone, now, and an * up-to-date ” man- 
agement has control. Now see whether the stock 
goes up or down while the Sabbath breaking goes on. 
Never forget Isaiah 58 : 13, 14. It is trué of both 
railroads and men. President Sloan’s railroad gained 
the ** high place” among railroads, and you can gain 
the high place among men by the same route, All 
aboard ! 


Samuel cried unto Jehovah for Israel (v. 9). 
Began with an offering. I was at Northfield one 
summer. Mr. Sankey, who was there, was asked tu 
pray for some missionary cause that had just:been 
poesented, Mr. Sankey arose, and bowing -his head 

egan, ‘‘ We thank thee, our dear heavenly Father, 
—but wait a minute, put my name down for $200 for 
this cause,—and now let us pray !” 


They were smitten down before Israel (v. 10). 
While they treated Israel with contempt they forgot 
to reckon on the strength of Israel’s God. e is the 
same God to-day. Remember that when you get 
into a bad hole. No enemy can harm you if you are 
true to God. God has a way of ‘‘thundering” at the 
enemies of his children. Are you in a modest busi- 
ness trying to get along, and the *‘ Trust’ is coming 
up against you? Don’t worry if you area child of 
God—he knows how to take care of his own, and he 
will. Study the Israelites for pointers. Where are 
the Philistines? The Israelites are still with us. 
Your business may be going on when the * hard 
times” have evaporated the watery ‘* Trust.” 


The cities... were restored to [sraed(v. 14). ‘ Not 
a temporary victory, but the beginning of a new era. 
Israel on the eve of her most prosperous times. 
Blessed is the nation which has a Samuel at the head 
of it. Ditto any business enterprise. Or anything 
else. What grander thing in the whole world thana 
God-led leader! Gladstone kind of men, and thou- 
sands in our day. America, thanks be to God, is 
full of God-led leaders in business and affairs, from 
the president down. That is why America is so 
wonderfully blessed and prospered (Psa. 147 : 20; 
Psa. 39 : 12). 








LESSON FOR DECEMBER 22 (Matt. 2: 1-12) 


- The Mustration Round-Table 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department. 
One dollar is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
be used, and two dollars for the best illustration used for each week’s 
iesson, 

Iltustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the Times, free, upon request, 


Christ’s Real Message--Golden Text 

OR there is born to you this ro 4 in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord 
(Golden Text). A great American Indian chief 
told this story: ‘‘ There once came a preacher who 
wished-to show us that there isa God, We answered: 
‘Do you. think we don’t knaw that? Go back where 
you came from.’ Another came~and said: ‘ You 
must not steal, you must not get drunk, you-must 
not lie.’ We answered: ‘ You fool! Do you think 
we don't know that? Teach that first to the people 
ou belong to.’ After that came Christian Henry 
Roush to my hut and said: ‘The Lord of heaven 
bids me say he will make you blessed, and deliver 
you from your misery: for this purpose he became 
man and shed his blood.’ As-svon as he had done 
speaking, -he lay down quietly by my bow and toma- 
hawk and slept as sweetly asa child. Ah! I thought, 
what a man is that! I could strike him dead, but he 
has not a fear. I could not forget his words. I 
dreamed in my sleep of the blood of Christ shed for 
me. Thus through grace the awakening among us 
began. ‘Therefore, I say, preach Christ our Saviour 
and his sufferings if you would find an entrance 
among-the heathen.”—/uniata Rohrback, Washing- 

ton, D. C. Quoted in The Epworth Herald, 


The Influence of a Seamstress—v. I 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea (vy. 1). 
Years ago a poor seamstress | tay sere a boy to go 
to Sunday-school.. The boy, Amos Sutton, was con- 
verted. He became a minister and a missionary to 
India. It was by his influence that the Baptist mis- 
sion among the Telugus was begun, and now there 
are connected with this mission over thirty thousand 
converts. That poor seamstress went to her reward 
without knowing of the wonderful things for God to 
which her simple faithfulness led. The great things 
of this world are, as a rule, not done by the worldly 
great and powerful. It was not aking on his throne, 
but a shoemaker on his bench, who began the great 
modern missionary movement. The Saviour of man- 
kind was born, not in a palace, but in a stable.— 
From Kind Words. 


Seeking the White Man’s God—v. 2. 


Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
(v. 2.) Earnest seekers after truth always make an 
impression. In the year 1832 several Indians of the 
Flathead tribe, living on the Pacific Coast, crossed 
the Rocky Mountains, and, traversing the thousand 
miles of intervening wilderness, appeared at St. 
Louis. They had been sent by their chief to inquire 
about the white man’s God and the book that re- 
vealed him, of both of which they had heard from a 
hunter, who told them they were all wrong in their 
worship, and that far to the east the white man had 
a book that revealed the true God. The story of 
these earnest seekers aroused such interest in the 
Indians of the northwest coast that a missionary was 
soon after sent to them.—/uaniata Rohrback, Washe 
ington, D.C. From The Sunday School Journal. 


The Little Scotch Gir! who Made No Mistake—v. 2. 

We saw his star in the east, and are come to 
worship (v. 2). In one of the mountaifious districts 
of Rosshire, in Scotland, a-large multitude was as- 
sembled one Sabbath morning to observe the Lord’s 
Supper. When the communicants had taken their 
places at the tables in the old Presbyterian way, it 
was hoticed that a little bareheaded, barefooted girl 
had taken her place with them. Nobody knew her, 
so one of the-elders approached her, and said, ‘‘My 
child, you have mistaken your. place.” ‘‘1s this the 
Lord’s table sir?” asked the child. ‘‘ Yes,” said the 
elder. ‘* Then, sir, 1 am not mistaken. ‘Ihave heard 
that — wouid be at his own table here to-day, 
and I have walked thirty miles across the mountains 
this morning to meet with jesus. I pray vou let me 
sit still.” ho could have sent her away ?—/ames 
N. Knipe, Albany, N. Y. From The Children’s Mis- 
stonary Record. 


Christianity’s Valuation of a Child—v. 3. 

When Herod the king heard it he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him (v. 3). What a tre- 
mendous change in the world’s thought concerning 
children and childhood the following incident nar- 
rated in The London Mail indicates : ‘*‘ The ten-year- 
old daughter of a bricklayer in . Liverpool was 
assaulted and left for dead. Traffic in front of the 
house where she lay was stopped on the day of the 
funeral. Fifty constables kept the way.clear, and 
twenty thousand people attended the burial.” Beth- 
lehem had no such standards of child valuation. 
Herod could assault and leave for dead Bethlehem’s 
first-born, and a sad wail was the only protest, but 
with the advent of Christ there came a better day for 
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eye he Rev. William T. Dorward, Stelton, 


A Brahmazi Priest’s Admission—v. 6. 

Who shall be shepherd (v. 6). When Bishop 
Hurst was in Poona some time ago he went out to 
the great temple of Parvati, and there watched the 
worshipers, e asked the ancient Brahman priest 
who for many years had received the offerings there, 
** Do as many people come here to pray as formerly ?” 
** No, there are fewer every year.” ‘ How long will 
this worship last?” was the next query. ‘‘God 
knows,” he sadly replied. ‘* What will bring it to an 


end?” * Jesus Christ,” the Brahman answered.— 


From The Christian Endeavor World. The trize 
for this week is awarded to this illustration. 


Gold for Her King-—v. 11. 

They offered unto him... gold(v. 11). An English 
pees told, a few years ago, of a poor woman in 

ondon, bedridden, whose support was only a few 
shillings a week, but who, every day, studied how she 
could save a penny or a half-penny from the cost of 
coal or meal. At the end of the year she would send 
the coppers out, and get them changed into gold, and 
each year she woul give one sovereign in gold to 
the Church Missionary Society. When a visitor re- 
monstrated with her and said, ‘It is too much,” she 
said, ‘* I like to give go/d to the Lord Jesus.” 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
(The *‘ Prayer Before the Lesson"’ will be found on page 629.) 


After the Lesson 


“e HAT do I care about Christmas?” growls 
the selfish young fellow who is one of the 
‘‘coming” businessmen, ‘t What doI care 

about Christmas?” growls the man who is ‘ down,” 

and whose heart is heavy with sin. And what is 

Christmas to the man whose work in the world is 

evil, whose name is a hissing and a by-word in the 

town ? 

Oh, you bright-faced, loving-hearted boys and girls, 
with your minds full of Christmas schemes; and you, 
oh, comfortable and happy and cheerfully busy grown 
folks—don’t you pity the man who isn’t glad when 
Christmas comes ? Pity him for what he loses ! Pity 
him for the hard and bitter life he leads! Be sorry 
for him because he lacks the wish to be of service to 
those about him at this dearest giving-time of all the 

ear ! 

¥ Those little words, ** When Jesus Was Born,’’ 

meant one thing toa man like Herod,—another thing 

to the Wise-men. To Herod, a wicked impulse; to 
the Wise-men, an opportunity to worship. 

What do those words mean to us to-day? Does 
the thought of Jesus win us to grateful worship of 
our Heavenly Father, or do we love sin so strongly, 
are we so selfish and self-centered that we should not 
really like it if he were to come here to-day to dis- 
turb our selfish plans ? 

There isn’t a Herod in this room. But haven’t we 
need to be careful lest the spirit of Herod, in our 
hatred of the good, shall creep into.our lives ? 

If Jesus’ birthday means anything to us, it ought 
to mean newimpulses to more unselfish service. more 
devotion to the Saviour who gave himself for us. 
Let us look quietly at this (pointing to the board) for 
a moment before our pastor offers a closing prayer: 





“WHEN JESUS WAS BORN” 


WHAT DOES THAT 
MEAN TO ME? 











% 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Monday.—Matt. 2:4-12. .... .. . «Christmas Lesson 
‘luesday.— Matt. 2319-23 . . .. 2...» . Herod's cruelty 
Wednesday. —-Luke 2 : 8-20. .....2.2.. ‘The angel song 
‘Thursday.—Luke 2 : 25-40. ... .. +... . . Inthe temple 
Friday-—Isaiah 9 :1-7 . . .. ... . . Prophecy of Christ 
Saturday —Heb. 1:1-8. . ... .. . . Worship by angels 
Sunday —1 John 437-14 .....+... . To bea Saviour 


% 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘* Once in royal David's city."* Psalm 98 : 1-5. 

‘*While shepherds watched their (135 : 1-4. 197 : 2-4.) 
flocks by night."’ Psalm 72 : 8-13. 

** It came upon the midnight clear.” (99 : 1-4. 145 : 1-5.) 

**O little town of Bethlehem."’ Psalm 45 : 1-8. 

**Joy to the world! the Lord is (60 : 1-8. 94: 1-4.) 

, come.”* Psalm 118 : 17-20. 

**O come, all ye faithful."’ (171 : 13-16. 238 : 17-20.) 

** Hark ! the herald angels sing."* Psalm 117°: 1, 2. 

** Angels from the realms of glory.” (169:1, 2. 237: 1, 2.) 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Samuel the Upright Judge 


I. Tue GENERAL PREPARATION (1 Sam. 7). 
{For each member of the Bible class. | 


HE events related in the seventh chapter of 1 
Samuel were the logical outcome of the expecta- 
tions aroused by the data described in the 

first six chapters. Given a leader who possesses the 
full confidence of his people, who in particular is 
thought to be in touch with the mind and will of God, 
who has so conducted himself during many years as 
to have a record of things brought to pass, he may 
do what he will with his countrymen. We are not 
told that Samuel had exhibited any warlike prowess; 
we are even left to infer the actual basis of his influ- 
ence. But that it was real and strong and wide- 
spread seems unmistakable. There was, apparently, 
just one man who had the power of appealing to all 
5 a with propelling force—the young man Samuel. 

This influence the narrative clearly bases upon his 
reputation for wisdom, purity, and sincerity, The 
people believed in Samuel, and consequently he was 
able to help them believe in Jehovah, whose spokes- 
man they believed him to be. Many dreary years 
passed by before this influence had become definite. 
Samuel was going through a process of ripening. 

Samuel’s appeal was a religious one. Only on 
condition of a hearty, thorough-going repentance 
would Jehovah give them deliverance. The thought 
of freedom stirred their souls and quickened their 
action. They put away their evil practises. Their 
servitude had been long and bitter. A hint of its se- 
verity may be gained from the indications of chapter 
13, iy weapon A verses 3 to7,and17to22. The Israelites 
were not only unarmed, but easily cowed by the very 
appearance of the Philistine army. Only an enthu- 
siasm which was virtually blind to every practical 
disadvantage because of a sublime confidence in the 
Divine direction and support could account for the 
battle and victory of Mizpah. 

Samuel’s preparations were distinctively directed 
to the end of getting Israel once more thoroughly 
loyal and repentant. They had not forsworn alle- 
giance to Jehovah, but had rather ceased to feel his 
close relationship with the nation. It was the sense 
of contact that they lacked. By means of the offer- 
ing Samuel prayed for forgiveness, and asked for a 
heavenly blessing. With the feeling that God had 
answered their appeal, the Israelites could fight with 
a zeal and courage which no army could withstand. 
Later chapters seem to show that verses 13 and 15 
must not be taken too literally, or else that the vic- 
tories of Saul were contemporaneous. Probably we 
are to understand that Samuel’s influence was defi- 
nitely established, that the Philistines for a long 
while gave little or no trouble, and that he was able 
to act as a leader of his people unmolested. 

The really important victory that Samuel won was 
a triumph based upon character. He was the means 
of introducing the nation to a higher and more pro- 
ductive stage of development. 





II, REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

A ieaflet containing the names of reference works bearing on the 
current iessons will be mailed by The Sunday Scnoo! ‘Times Co., upon 
request, for a two-cent stamp. 

For an estimate of the value of this chapter as his- 
torical materiat see McFadyen’s ** Messages of the 
Historians,” or Kent’s ** Students’ Old Testament” 
(Vol. Il). For interpretation, Kirkpatrick’s volume 
in the Cambridge Bible is excellent. Stanley’s ‘‘ His- 
tory of the Jewish Church” has a capital review of 
Samuel’s life and work, Compare also Maurice in 
** Prophets and Kings.” 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 


The central thought of this lessen seems to be the 
courage that comes with character and faith. Note: 

The Secret of Samuels Influence Over israet. 
Was this influence genuine? Was it suddenly ac- 
quired? What accounts for it? What measured it? 

The Need of an Armed Revolt. How long had 
Israel been under the Philistine yoke? (See Dr. 
Beecher’s notes, p. 636.) What was the nation’s 
present condition ? 

The Solemn Assembly at Mizpah. What was the 
meaning of the symbolic pouring out of water and of 
the burnt-offering ? 

Jahweh's Help, Is it necessary to suppose that 
God did all the fighting that day, leaving Israel 
merely to profit by the rout ? 

The Judgeship of Samuel, How muchof a circuit 
is really described in verses 16, 17? How much of 
Palestine would it really cover? May we legiti- 
mately conclude that Samuel’s influence was proba- 
bly confined to Central Palestine ? 

The Victory of Faithand the Strength of Purity. 
Can we quote parallels in modern life to these cx 
hibits, made so clearly in these chapters ? 
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My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


HIS passage, so familiar through frequent read- 

ing, offered a choice opportunity to see what the 

boys themselves knew. So verse by verse I 

listened and asked questions, but struggled resolutely 
against the temptation to answer my own queries, 

To locate Bethlehem I asked how I could get there 
from New York. They told me quite accurately, 
Who was Herod? Was hea Jew? Why ‘‘king” ? 
What does ‘‘ Wise-men” mean? What was meant 
by ‘‘the east”? The star; might it have been a 
comet, or two stars ‘‘in conjunction”? (What does 
that mean?) Why was Herod ‘‘troubled”? Why 
were ‘‘chief priests and scribes” called? Where can 
we find the passage quoted in verse 6? I had to sup- 
ply : Micah 5:2. And every boy satisfied himself 
that it was right by lockingitup. Andin like fashion 
through the lesson; I steadfastly asked simple ques- 
tions, and they told me all I wanted to know with 
remarkable Suinese. 

But I carefully judged the time, for I had a well- 
defined plan wt Ae coming to the class. I spoke of 
the gold, frankincense, and myrrh—the best they 
could bring. And then I spoke of Christmas giving, 
and all the joy it gave us. And I told how Christ- 
mas always brought me face to face with the ques- 
tion, ‘‘What shall / bring to Christ for a gift ?”’ 
What will you bring, boys? Some of you have 
given your lives to Christ, and are his followers ; 
others are not. I want to ask each fellow here to 
answer the question plairily and frankly as Christ- 
mas comes around ; really, I want more than that. 
I hope—yes, hope and pray—that every one of you 
who hasn't done so already will bring himself as a 
gift to Christ—this Christmas or before. 

It’s a fine life. The Christian has the best right 
of any one in the world to be happy—to have a face 
bright with smiles and joy. I spoke by name of 
big-hearted Christian men--athletes all—whose lives 
were clean and bright, fellows who stood for the 
highest type of manliness. And I said: I’m going 
wo pray that every fellow here may decide this matter 
soon, 

It was personal and direct, but it was made possible 
by previous weeks of friendship, with social contact 
and rambles in week-day time. Without that I might 
not have ventured to make such a personal appeal. 
And nowI must find opportunity to seek each boy out 
alone, and frankly present the claims of Christ upon 
his life. Whata Christmas it would be, teachers, if 
a number of our scholars were won to Christ ! 
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The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


ECALL last Sunday’s lesson and show that 
R Samuel was, in disposition and in the purpose 
which developed in him, a type of the boy Jesus, 
Samuel was the gift of God to his parents and his na- 
tion, and Hannah’s prayer (1 Sam, 2: I-10), and 
Mary’s song breathe the same spirit (Luke 2: 46-55). 
Have both these gayings devoutly read by your 
pupils. Then ask them what events marked the ad- 
vent of Jesus which were not connected with the com- 
ing of Samuel. The answers will bring out the mar- 


velous things which showed the birth of Jesus to be © 


the advent of the Christ. These are the messages of 
angels to Zacharias, to Mary, to Joseph, to the shep- 
herds; the revelations of the Holy Spirit to Elisabeth 
in her home, and to Simeon and Anna in the temple. 
Point out that all these messages were to the Jews, 
to whom the Messiah had been promised and that 
they came through Jews. But there was another 
message from God of wider meaning because it came 
to men of an alien race. And it is a special message 
to Christians of our time, for they are moved more 
than those of any former generation to make the 
Christ known to all nations as the Saviour of the 
world, and they have greater opportunities to do this 
than the followers of the Christ ever had before. 

The Revelation of the Christ to Gentiles. Explain 
who were the Wise-men of the East: a priestly class 
of high civil rank among the Persians and the Medes. 
State why they were called Wise-men: because they 
were renowned for their knowledge of astronomy, 
medicine, philosophy and religious mysteries. Give 
an outline of their religious faith. They believed 
and taught that a life of holiness here would issue in 
eternal happiness hereafter, and that a life of sin 
would be followed by eternal suffering. They be- 
lieved that a Kingdom of God was atready begun, 
and would finally triumph on earth. ‘They looked 
for a King who should reign in righteousness forever. 

Next, show what the Jews of that time believed : 
that Jehovah was their God exclusively, that he held 
communication with them only, that he could be 
known only through their Bible, their temple and 
their church. Illustrate their belief by describin: 
their anger when Jesus told some of them that G 
loved and blessed those of other races and religions 
than theirs (Luke 4: 25-30; Matt. 8: 10-12), Had 
Hebrew prophets taught that the God of their nation 
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loved Gentiles? Tell your pupils how the story of 
Jonah contrasted the meanness of that prophet who 
wanted Nineveh to be destroyed with the ‘‘ gracious 
God and merciful’’ who had compassion on that great 
city with its six score thousand little children. Read 
to them the message of Malachi (1: 11) that acceptable 
offerings were made by Gentiles in all lands. 

Why then did the F ae hate the teaching of Jesus 
about foreigners, and the doctrine of the Apostle 
Paul, that God was the God of the Gentiles as well 
as of the Jews (Rom. 3: 29, 30). When your pupils 
have answered this question, ask them what it means 
for us that Persian priests had revelations from God 
before they had heard of Jesus, and that they came 
from afar and worshiped the child, and went away 
home without having heard a word from his lips, yet 
knew that they had been honored by a word from 
God spoken to them. Show how your question is 
answered by Jesus (Luke 13 : 28-30), by Peter (Acts 
10 : 34, 35; 11: 17, 18), and by Paul (Rom. 2: 14-16). 

The Revelation of the Christ Through a Star. Did 
God speak tothe Persian Magi through a star as 
really as he — to the Jewish shepherds through 
the angel ? heir question was (v. 2). The answer 
was (v. 9). Is not this lesson of the Advent for us 
that God speaks through nature to ears open to him 
even where the Bible and the Christ are not known ? 
He could reveal himself to those whom we call 
heathen to-day as easily as he could to Abraham, the 
fire-worshiper of Chaldea, or to Moses who had no 
Bible, and whose wife was a daughter of Midian. As 
leaders of the Jews had to learn of their Messiah 
through Gentile sages, so religious teachers in non- 
Christian lands may have something of value to show 
to us concerning what God has revealed to us. Press 
home the reasons why we should carry the gospel of 
Christ to the people of China and India and Africa. 

Close the lesson with a word picture of the repre- 
sentatives of all classes of society around the holy 
Child in his mother’s arms,—the shepherds from the 
common people, the prophets of the temple beholding 
the fulfilment of what their Scriptures foretold, the 
scholars of the east acknowledging the royalty of the 
Child with gifts and worship, and the king of Judea 
recognizing and fearing the rival to his throne—while 
the unconscious object of their attention was the 
world’s hope of salvation and the object of heaven's 
love. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HAT dear little baby was in so much danger 
long, long ago that his mother hid himin a 
basket-boat, and his sister watched to see 

that no harm came to him ? 

Hundreds of years afterward another baby was 
born whose life was in danger. King Herod heard 
that this baby would become King of the Jews. He 
decided to kill him, but God had a plan to save him, 
for he was to become a greater leader than Moses. 

One night some.shepherds, who were watching 
their flocks, saw a wonderful light, and heard angel 
voices saying, ‘‘ Be not afraid; for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
the people. ... For there is born unto you this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 
The astonished shepherds hurried to the village near 
by and found the baby? Jesus. 

Other people wanted to see him, too, In a far- 
away country lived some Wise-men who studied the 
stars. They noticed a strange, beautiful star, and 
decided to follow where it might lead, for they heard 
that it would guide them to a baby King. (Draw a 
star or pin up a gilt one; describe their conversation 
witii Herod; show the lower section of the picture- 
roll, and have somebody sing: 


‘* There’s a beautiful star, a beautiful star, 
The weary traveler followed afar, 
Shining so brightly all the way 
Till it stood o’er the place where the Christ-child lay.” 


When the star stopped, the Wise-men were in 
Bethlehem,—the same Bethlehem where Ruth had 
come to live with Naomi, and where her great-grand- 
child, David, became first shepherd-boy, then a king. 


** In the little village of Bethlehem 
There came a child that day, 
And the stars shone bright with a holy light 
O’er the place where Jesus lay.”’ 


The Wise-men presented their gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh (show the upper section of 
the picture-roll), and rejoiced that they had found 
the Christ-child. They returned home (but not 
through Herod’s city) telling the joyful news, just as 
our church hymn tells it: 


** Joy to the world, the Lord is come ; 
Let earth receive her King.’’ 


Babies who may become kings are called princes, 
and the baby Jesus was called the Prince of Peace. 
But he did not have a palace to live in, with soldiers 
to guard him, and servants to wait on him. His 
parents were poor, and his birthplace a manger, 
although he was to become King of all the earth. 
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Yet, like a little prince, he had many names. (Draw 
a five-pointed star, and place the five names below in 
the points.) The Wise-men called him King; the 
angel told his mother, ‘‘ His name shall be called 
Jesus”; the angel chorus told the shepherds, ** Unto 
ae is born this day (Christmas) in the City of 

vid (Bethlehem) a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord.’’ Next year we will learn many more names 
by which he was called. Let us put these five names 
together,—King, Jesus, the Saviour, Christ, the Lord. 





FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN 


. , HRISTMAS : 
IN BETHLEHEM ... ITY OF DAVID 
mm SGANUOOR 2. 6 6% HRIST THE LORD 











(Suggest that the children bring whatever pictures 
they can find of the baby Jesus, to be used in their 
scrap-books as we study his life. ) 
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Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J]. Beecher, D.D. 


LACE.—The land of Israel. Especially the Miz- 
pah summit west of the Jordan, and the route 
thence down into the Philistine country. 

Intervening Events.— Samuel grew to manhood. 
While still young he became known throughout Is- 
rael for his gifts as a prophet. In the meantime 
Israel became restive under the Philistine yoke. 
They made a spirited attempt at recovering their 
independence, but were crushingly defeated. The 
Phitistines carried the ark away to their country, but 
it brought calamities upon them; they were glad to re- 
turnit. The events of the lesson begin with its return. 

Time.—The twenty years of waiting (1 Sam. 7 : 2) 
plus the years when Samuel was chief magistrate of 
Israel, say 1141 B.C. to 1103. See my comments on 
‘Time ” in last week’s lesson. 

Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Kiriath-jearim was one of the Gibeonite 
cities whose inhabitants had bound themselves to be 
the slaves of ‘‘ the house of my God” (Josh. 9, espe- 
cially vs. 17, 23, 27) When other Israelites were 
afraid of the ark, ‘‘ the men of Kiriath-jearim ” were 
not at liberty to refuse to care for it (1 Sam. 6 : 19-21). 
—The house of Abinadab in the hill: Or, as the 
margin has it, ‘‘in Gibeah ” (comp. 1 Chron. 13: 5-7; 
2 Sam. 6: 2-4; 1 Sam. 14: 16, 18). If the margin is 
correct, then, apparently, Abinadab was a man of 
Kiriath-jearim who had a house in Gibeah, and the 
ark was technically in Kiriath-jearim, though topo- 
graphically in Gibeah. 

Verses 2-4.—7wenty years: Apparently the time 
from Abinadab’s taking the ark to the events recorded 
in verses 5-12.—Lamented after Jehovah: Instead 
of persisting in the struggle for independence, they 
sorrowfully accepted the situation as a punishment 
inflicted by Jehovah.— And Samuel spake: Their 
wise policy of waiting was doubtless due to Samuel, 
whom the death of Eli’s sons left in a position of com- 
manding influence. Instead of prematurely accept- 
ing the office of judge, he took time for preparation. 
—Return unto Jehovah, etc.: In Samuel's judgment, 
a revival of true religion is the most important factor 
in preparation for national freedom. Enthusiastic 
united allegiance to Jehovah would render Israel in- 
vincible.—Oxé of the hand ¥ the Philistines: Reli- 
gious reform and hope of independence go together. 

Verses 5-6.—Gather al/ Israel: When the time is 
ripe, he leads them in a new attempt for freedom. 
Notice that ‘ all Israel” is concerned in the attempt 
(comp. vs. 2, 3, etc.).—Drew water, and poured it 
out; A form of religious observance in regard to 
which we lack information.—Samuel judged: Be- 
came judge of Israel; that is, chief magistrate. This 
was, in effect, a declaration of independence, for the 
one thing to which the Philistines would not consent 
was that Israel should be united under one head. 

Verses 7-12.—T7he: lords of the Philistines went 
up: This movement for a united Israel threatened 
their supremacy, and they were prompt to suppress 
it.—Samuel took a sucking. lamb, and offered it: 
Offered it in the sense of directing the priests to make 
the offering; at least, that is the natural understand- 
ing of the matter, in the absence of information to 
the contrary.—/ehovah answered him: In the thun- 
der and the victory that followed. Compare Joshua's 
battle in the same region (Josh. ro: 1-21), and David's 
language in Psalm 18 : 6-15. 

Verse 13.—For details in regard to the successes 
over the Philistines, and in regard to other matters, 
see the verses that follow. These verses, though brief, 
present to us Samuel's administration as remarkably 
strong and successful.— A // the days of Samuel; All 
the time that he was judge in the sense of being chief 
magistrate. He retained the office of judge till his 
death (v. 15), but he was no longer chief magistrate 
after Saul became king. During the reign of Saul 
the Philistines again became troublesome. 
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With the New Books 


————— 


All books announced here, and any others, 

may be secured from The Sunday School 

Times Company at the retail prices, postage 
free, unless otherwise stated (as net). 











Citizens of To-morrow.—The needs and wrongs 
of children in Alaska, among the Indians and the 
Negroes, and in the mines of the North and the mills 
of the South, are sympathetically and convincingly 
set forth in the fifth volume of the Home Study 
Mission Course. To tell the story and give ample 
suggestion and hints for the use of committees in 
arranging programs based on the book—all in 160 
pages—-was not easy, but the task has been well 
done. (Citizens of To-morrow. By Alice M. Guern- 
sey. Revell. 50 cents; postage, 7 cents.) 


A Notable Missionary Text-Book. Study of 
missions is becoming a system. Among the care- 
fully prepared text-books 1s one on China by the re- 
nowned author of ‘‘ Chinese Characteristics.” It is 
compact, orderly, luminous, interesting, provided 
with maps, statistical tables, pictorial illustrations, 
chronological tables, index, and lists of questions 
that pierce to the core of things. There is an intro- 
duction by Dr. Griffith John. (7he Uplift of China. 
By Arthur H. Smith. Young People’s Missionary 
Movement, New York; cloth, 50 cents; paper, 35 
cents ; postage, 8 cents.) 


What Can a Young Man Do? Fifty-four sugges- 
tions in as many chapters are made by the author 
to boys and young men about to decide their life- 
work. The space devoted to each suggestion is 
brief ; but, in most cases, the discussion is satis- 
factory, giving just the information the inquirer is 
likely to desire, or telling him where to seek further 
facts. The book is not written for boys who are sat- 
isfied with the thought of earning a bare living in 
any calling, but for those who are eager to fit them- 
selves for positions of leadership. Yet the emphasis 
is not laid on seeking success for the mere sake of 
gaining a living, but on doing one’s beSt in order to be 
of use in the world. (What Can a Young Man Do? 
By Frank West Rollins. Little, Brown. $1.50 ; 
postage, 12 cents.) 


Historic Churches.—Attractive glimpses of the 
days when America was a part of European foreign 
missionary territory are given by Mrs. Wallington 
as, in a simple, chatty manner, she tells of the 
churches founded by colonists of various creeds along 
the Atlantic coast from Quebec to Florida, in a num- 
ber of interior towns, and on the Pacific Coast. The 
volume is a storehouse of information, not merely for 
the antiquarian, but for the student of American 
church history. The evidence of cautious care in 
preparation adds toits value. Copies of photographs 
of so many of the stately buildings are given that 
the reader is disappointed to find some important 
descriptions without illustration. (Afzstoric Churches 
of America. By Nellie Urner Wallington. » Intro- 
duction by Dr. Edward Everett Hale. Duffield. $2; 
postage, 17 cents.) 


The Church of Christ in Japan. While Dr. 
Imbrie gives a general view of the conditions under 
which missionary work in Japan is conducted, and 
marks the different stages of suspense, success, and 
decline, which have been common to all missions in 
that country, he deals especially with the body 
created by the union of all the Reformed and Pres- 
byterian converts into a self-governing native church, 
with this title. He writes with a keen sense of the 
difficulties in the way of a speedy evangelization of 
that or any other pagan country. But along with 
this goes a solid conviction that the gospel is for all 
the world, and that it will prevail everywhere. His 
sketches of native Christian character and methods 
are both interesting and encouraging, as is the story 
of the evolution of a brief confession of .faith by this 
native church. (Zhe Church of Christ in Japan. 
By William M. Imbrie, D.D. Westminster Press. 
75 cents.) 


Our Moslem Sisters.—While Christian men are 
seeking to arouse the church tothe necessity of giving 
the gospel to the heathen in this generation, Chris 
tian women have issued an appeal to the Women’s 
boards to reach the one hundred million of Moslem 
women within the same time. The call was signed 
by the women missionaries at the First General Con- 
ference in behalf of the Muhammadan world, held at 
Cairo, Egypt, in April, 1906, and is now emphasized 
by a compelling volume made up of papers by many 
missionaries—a series of pictures of the needs of the 
women who wear the veil, and of the men who are 
responsible for their degradation. In Egypt, in Mo- 
rocco, in the Soudan, in Arabia, the story is the same; 
men who believe that the salvation of the wife de- 
pends on the will of the husband, and who feel that 
they have the right to divorce by a word, not only 
one wife, but a dozen or more in succession, until it 
is no uncommon thing to find a man with his twen- 

i tieth wife, who (perhaps on her wedding trip) is 
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thinking of the day when she, too, will be cast aside. 
Everywhere the picture is dark—except as it is light- 
ened by the medical work or the teaching and preach- 
ing of Christian missionaries. It is hard to 
understand how any one after reading these chap- 
ters written by women who have seen the fearful 
things they describe can be indifferent to the needs 
of those who do not know Christ. (Our Mos/em 
Sisters. Edited by Annie Van Sommer and S. M. 
Zwemer. Revell. $1.75 ; postage, 12 cents.) 
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The Christmas Stamp 
By Jacob A. Riis, in The Outlook 


| N MY Christmas mail, three years ago, there came 
a letter with a story to tell that was queer in this, 
that it was all on the outside of it, where no post- 
master, not even Uncle Sam himself, could prevent 
everybody from reading and telling of it. And I 
uess everybody who saw it did just that and was 
Seartiby welcome. For, in truth, that was the inten- 
tion, or part of it. And yet there was but a single 
word to read, the word Christmas—Jul, as they still 
call it where they speak Santa Claus’s own tongue. 
At least that is the way it sounds to me when] think 
of my childhood under those northern skies. Ever 
since, the holiday mail from Denmark has rehearsed 
to me that story with the clear intent that I should 
pass iton. And here it is now, at last. I did not 
mean to wait so long. 

It was in October, 1904, that acommittee of Fifteen 
met in Copenhagen to devise ways of putting in prac- 
tice the idea of a Christmas stamp, advanced by a 
postal official, Mr. Holboell. Ido not know how much 
of it was original with him. There had been charity 
stamps before. They are used in Austria, and in Hol- 
land whence there came recently a wail begging 
people to buy them for stamp collections. And I 
know that they were considered in Germany, but for 
some reason, I believe, did not find favor. I think I 
can guess the reason. They didn’t have the right 
spokesman. It remained for Hans Christian Ander- 
sen’s countryman toenlist SantaClaus. With himas 
their champion they don’t have to ask anybody to buy 
the stampsin Denmark. ‘Their only trouble is how to 
print enough. The people, the king, and the post- 
office think of nothing else than how they can best 
help along the cause. 

This was the upshot of the Committee’s work: that 
two million stamps were to be printed, and sold 
through the post-offices at two vere each (about half 
a cent) during the Christmas season—to be exact, 
from December 9 to January 6—the proceeds to be 
used in building a hospital for tubercular children, 
something like our Sea Breeze in New York. The 
Government stipulated only that the stamps should be 
different in size and shape from the ordinary postage 
stamps, so as to be easily distinguishable from them. 
The Christmas stamp is not good for postage : every 
other way it is good—for the man who buys it and 
puts it on his letter : for the clerk who cancels it with 
a glad thought for the little waifs with every whack ; 
for the postman who delivers the letter with a smile 
as broad and as good as Christmas itself. The proof 
that they like it is this : that they refused to a man 
to take anything for their work. In the plan of the 
Committee there was provided a small profit of ten 
vere on each sheet of fifty stamps, for the local post- 
offices, but it was refused. They all wanted to help. 

The newspapers joined hands; that was another 
part of the plan. Posters telling of it were put up 
everywhere. Denmark is a small country, and a 
thing gets quickly to be talked of from one end of 
it to the other; There was a run on the post-office as 
soon as the stamps were out. Thetwo million became 
four, then six. Business houses asked the pao 
of retailing the stamps; but that wasrefused. They 
were told to buy them at the post-offices, and they 
did. Many business houses let no letter or package 
pass out in the holiday season without the Christmas 
stamp. The executive committee of four that was 
appointed to manage things had their hands full 
giving out stamps. They were not allowed to give 
out much else. Labor, office rent, furniture—every- 
thing outside of the actual printing of the stamps— 
was given to them. When it was all over, it was 
shown that 4,113,000 stamps had been sold and paid 
for—about-two for every man, woman, and chiid in 
the country. The children’s hospital had to its ac- 
count in thé saving bank 68,000 sr omer through this 
penny subscription. 

That was the first year’s showing, when the matter 
had been talked of only a month or two. I saw in 
the Danish papers that last year’s receipts—the third 
season’s—were nearly four times as big. The hos- 
pital is built, I suppose, by this time, or under way, 
and out of a small beginning has grown a great 
benefaction. But that is not the greatest thing about 
it, to my mind. The thought itself, with its power 
of setting everybody to thinking of a great wrong 
that can only be righted through everybody’s think- 
ing of it, deserves that place. 
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For Children at Home 





Christmas Bluing 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


HERE was once a big, happy family living in a 
little old house between the railroad tracks at 
the Junction. It might have been called the 

House of Grandparents if the village folks ‘had not 
—- before named it Merton’s Shanty. 

hen Johnnie Merton began to remember things 
he lived alone with his father, mother and baby sister 
Pauline, who was delicate. In those days there was 
a Christmas tree every year, shining candles and all. 
At last when Johnnie was seven, a letter came from 
the West, which said that Grandpa Wood's house 
was burned to the ground, and that he and Grandma 
had lost everything but the clothes they wore. 

‘They shall live with us,” said Johnnie’s father, 
that is if our son and daughter are willing to send 
them our Christmas money to buy tickets.” And the 
son and daughter were willing. 

Before another season, Grandma Merton was ill 
with rheumatism at the very time Grandpa Merton 
injured his back so seriously that he was never able 
to do another day’s work. 

‘*We'll bring them home to live with us,” said 
Johnnie's mother, and if the little boy and Pauline 
missed their Christmas tree that time, no one guessed 
it from their behavior. 

Johnnie was nine when he began to realize that 
four grandparents in one little old house are expen- 
sive ; that asthma, rheumatism, bottles of medicine, 
and doctors all cost money. Besides that, Pauline 
was more delicate than ever, and was unable to romp 
and play out-doors like other children. Nevertheless 
it was a happy family, and Johnnie would not have 
parted with one of the smiling grandparents for the 
world. They were the best story tellers in the town, 
and were always ready to play dominoes or checkers 
or any kind of sitting ) Mend games. Grandpa Merton 
was Johnnie's favorite, although the child never ad- 
mitted that he had a favorite. 

**It seems to me,”’ remarked Johnnie a week before 
Thanksgiving Day, ‘‘ that we might have a Christmas 
tree this year. ould a little one cost much?” 

**There’s some you can get for nothing,” was the 
reply, as Grandpa Merton winked at Johnnie. 

‘* Where ?” demanded the boy. 

**A mile beyond the junction down by the old mill 
there’s a clump of scrub pines. I wouldn't be a mite 
surprised if you’d find just the pattern you're after. 
I'll tell you, Bub! Some Saturday we'll go down 
with the section boss on the hand-car and get one !” 

Thus a little Christmas tree appeared in the Merton 
woodshed three weeks before the holidays. 

“It’s a beauty!” agreed the grandparents, the 
father, mother and little sister. ‘The mere presence 
of the tree gladdened all hearts, Grandma Wood's 
knitting needles clicked more joyfully than usual, as 
if they knew that four little red mittens would deco- 
rate the tree. Grandpa Wood sat up until ten o’clock 
two or three nights working on remarkable sailboats. 

Johnnie was the only one in the house who didn’t 
look thoroughly happy. At last he confessed to 
Grandpa Merton that he wished to buy a doll for 
Pauline, but his mother couldn’t spare the money. 

‘*T know what you can do,” said Grandpa. ‘‘ You 
can sell bluing, Johnnie, and get adoll. You only have 
to sell fifty packages. and they’ll send you the doll 
free. Fetch me the pen and ink and paper, and you 
start your boots for the post-office. No time to lose.” 

‘But fifty packages!” objected the boy. 

‘You're not to think of that.” Grandpa’s voice 
was stern. ‘‘It’s the doll you’re to think of.” 

Two days later the bluing arrived. 7 that time 
Grandpa Merton had convinced Johnnie that he could 
if necessary, sell five hundred packages of bluing in 
the village. Hope and enthusiasm are more necessary 
than shoes on your feet when you try to sell bluing, 
which may be the reason no woman refused to 
patronize so cheery a boy as Johnnie. 

‘*Of course I'll sell the whole bunch,” Johnnie 
promised himself. ‘‘Of course in this little place 
he’ll never-do it, and Pauline won’t get her doll,” 
said the women to themselves. 

At the end of two weeks, Johnnie sold the bluing . 
and ordered the doll. By that time every family in 
town was interested, and twenty mothers, unwilling 
to have Pauline disappointed, bought dolls until not 
a doll was left at the village store. 

Neighbors then began explaining to one another, 
and soon every one was laughing. ery | a man 
suggested that it might prove a one-sided Christmas 
at the Shanty if only the little girl was remembered, 
and straightway bought four pairs of warm slippers 
for grandparents, also a big drum for a boy. So on 
Christmas it seemed as if there was a knock at the 
door every other minute, and the sound of vanishing 
footsteps. 

If there were any unhappy mortals at the Junction 
that night, they surely missed hearing of Johnnie 
Merton’s bluing. 

ALBION, MICHIGAN. 
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. wran | quirer and others interested are referred to | lences. The Sunday-school society of-your {‘boards* you could™ have selected a youn 
Ask Marion La ce! the list of missionary books on page 495 of | own denomination will furnish you one of the | Chinese student, or an Indian student, or : 





What is the next great forward movement | the Times of September ; 28—Epiror]. | best objects. If you wish to interest the Negro student, to be supported by you. The 
to be made in the Sunday-school world ? eee Os Fr a school in something s cific, that can no picture of your student, enlarged and hung 
I wish I could be as sure of the correctness | peen appointed by the Sunday- aaa at ee doubt he furnished by the society. - ~ yup in-your schoolroom,: would be a continu- 
of all of my answers as ] am of this one. All| Fourth Presbyterian Church to recommend For instance, a t work is being done wae incentive to generous giving. 
over our land and everywhere there is ‘* the | Objects to which the contributions could be | 02 the frontier. ou could interest your | . One department of my old Sunday-school 
sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry | given. ‘Ihe thought of the committee is that | members in a perticular Sunday-school, per- | in Toledo is suppo: Tolle ea its birth- 
cones, It is the intelligent, comprehensive | 't would be desirable to give the major part of | haps one that is held in a public school- | day gifts a girl in I another depart- 


study of the great missionary enterprises of | ‘he contributions —— the year to some | house, or in a wareroom, or even in a sod- | ment is — to educate a young negro 


ri . lar object wh would appeal espe- i 
the church. One’of the greatest revivals of | particu PP pe- house. Pictures of such a school might be | in the South, who is fitting himself for the 
any age is the present-day revival of inter- | ea a ocean ager se aire tahoe put upon little certificates to be given out to | ministry; another department is sending 


est in missions, The church is just beginning | amounts to two or three other objects, Our the pupils who contribute a specific amount. | papers, like The Youth’s Companion, to 
to look at the world, i:s-great field, through | annual contributions amount to about $200. | You could support several schools of this | about fifteen or twenty boys of our city, who 
the eyes of the Master. It isto the church’s| The committee thought favorably of contribu- kind with the $125 you refer to, and receive | are now in the state pen institutions, 

shame that our scholars, as a rule; know so | ting about $125 to some particular object, and | letters at regular intervals from somebody The organized Sunday-school work also 








little about the missionary work of the world, | the-balance in smaller smennts. _ | connected with the schools, These letters | affords splendid opportunities for contribu- 
aud especially of their own denomination, I would give the big slice of your contri- | might be read to the scholars. tions, and your local association would be 
Text-books for the use of scholars of all | bution to your own denominational benevo- | Through one of your other denominational | glad to hear from you. 





ages, and especially young people, are béing 


prepared in considerable numbers, and mis- 
sionary classes are being formed by the hun- AN O Pp EN L E | | ER 
dreds all over the country in connection with 
Sunday-school work. ‘This has “been the 
dominant thought at the last two conferences TO THE 
at Silver Bay. Write to R. E,:Diffendorfer, 
156: Fifth Avenue, New York, one of the sec- 
retaries of the ‘Young People’s Missionary C H U RC H ES AN D S U N DAY SC H OO LS 
Movement, for the reports of these two con- 
ferences, and for other literature. 

Every Sunday-school ought to be doing OF AM ERICA 
something definite in missionary instruction. ta 
A’ missionary map of the world, and espe- 
cialiy a missionary map showing the work 
being done by the particular denomination, 











ought to be always on exhibition in the Sun- Editorial Rooms, October 3, 1907. 
day-school room. An occasional missionary ; aia 

program is recommended, —indeed, oftener There is a deep conviction among Sunday School workers of all denominations that 
than occasionally would be better. Let it be 


prepared with the assistance of such books the Bible should be used by all in the Sunday School, everyone to use it for reading and 
as ** Missionary Programs ’’ and ‘* Missions 


in the Sunday School” by Miss Hixon, The |Teference during the class hour. The quarterlies and lesson leaves are indispensable in the 


Sunday School Times issues the Trull series 


of claiduns teins tt 0h eee ghee of the lesson, but every member of the school should also be supplied with a 
Sunday-school. ‘They are very choice.| Bible. One way to help bring about such a reform would be for every Sunday School to 
There are three series ; the price is twenty | 


cents for each. Missionary charts, mission- | /urntsh a Bible for each pupil. it should be in the very best version obtainable, and this, it 
ary curios, etc., all add interest. ° " ‘ 

Oe sun Yaure enter ives wad Diaiaisn |is generally conceded, is the American Standard Bible. 
Piiltiipa’ Riciwnend, "Ven ead ‘ask for’ hi | The undersigned heartily recommend to Sunday Schools everywhere the adoption 
circular entitled, ‘* Missions in the Sunday and use:of the American Standard Bible, believing that with such a version in .attractive 
School,’? or send to The Sunday School ; 


Times for the leaflet, ‘The Sunday-school’s | form it should be easier to secure the use of the Bible itself in classes, and thus increase the 
Next Move.”” 
rete age — | efficiency of the school in the work entrusted to it by the Church, 


Why is it so few stirring missionary books | 


are recommended in the list of books for young | 
people's reading ?_ I am prompted to write this | 
* Eduor of the 8.8. aaa of the Methodist Episcopat Church, Kaitor of the S.S. Periodicals of American Bupiist Fubsiation Societe. 


by the absence of such books in your answer to | 
the Connecticut inquirer of May 5, R. A. McD. | 

The lack of the appearance in that list of ! 
the names of missionary books was probably | 
because I did not understand the full import | 


of the question. I have often said in this 
department, and say it now, that the very ° 
best writers of boys’ books in all the world | ce ° ’ 


have never yef been able to produce books Editor of the. S.S. Periodicals of the Presbyterian Church L. — 
that were more stirring in their interest, or | Philadephia, Luiwr of 3.8. Periodicals of the 
more likely to make a real boy sit up nights 


to read, than may be found among those 
bearing on missionary themes, Every genu- " i e 
ine boy is a hero-worshiper. We have often 


said that in these columns, and have usually Editor of S.S. Periodicals of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South Dr. 
added the statement that there are no more 


‘ , 

heroic beoks, or books that will mere Edi or of the S.S. Periedicate of the 
strongly appeal to such a boy than the ern Baptist Convention, Nashetile, 
life of John G. Paton and -other - similar 


books. It is folly to say that boys will not 


read this kind of books. ‘They will if they Gere - Bag. 5.8, far Ga Bretyterian Guach tn gs. 

are presented to them in the right way. 

Most boys like biography and such books as ’ 

the biographies of Livingstone, Moffat, ‘ Editor of the Periodicals 

Judson, Mackay, Joseph Hardy Neesima, Extttor of on Periodicals of the Lutheran Church, nile, Shonch, Philaddyhia. 
; : Philadelphia. 


Pastor Hsi, and scores of .others which 

might be named. I have often called atten- 

tion in.these columns to the fact that .a few 

of these books placed in a Sunday-school SEACA: niin sitiiladaie 

workers’ library. would do more to foster the sia nly vp vinay A lr Piteburgh. 
missionary spirit than anything else, but they 

ought to: be within reach of the scholars as Editor of 8.8. aniniaasapusieniday tdi ee aan 


well as the teachers and workers. I am ex- E - oS. tn, / t- 
ceedingly glad my good Canadian. brother e 
has reminded me of my shortcomings in this re AS WA Editor of 8.8. Periodicals of the Methodist Protestant Piven. 
regard, 
WANTED, —A list of fifty of the best books 
for boys. and girls to read on missionary Editor of Periodicals of the Church of the ety SO 
themes. Will the readers of this item kindly 


send me the names of from one to ten books Teacher eaaece International § 8. Ann, 
(not more than ten) they would like to see 


embodied in such a list? I shall- be glad to 


present the complete list in this column, Ade 
dress me at 806 Hartford Building, Chicago, 
Illinois. een at International 8.2. _ Editor of “The S 
junday School Times". D fants 


Fifty best books on missionary. themes for 
boys and girls! Who will help us to select 
them? Do not hesitate if you cannot name aie ae a ee — 
more than one book, [The Connecticut in- ' publishers, New York. . 










Congregutivnal Church, 
Boston, 














LESSON FOR DECEMBER 22 (Matt. 2: 1-12) 


WILDE’S NEW BOOKS 


[ FOR OLDER READERS 
The Battle of the Bears. iy‘tcerten i. Youns: 


Beant trully illustrated 

by half-tones from phoseqpen’ hs. oo BP Cloth 
Portraying wonderfu db pay of life in oy fedaan North—a life 
close to nature, yet filled with tremendous excitement and thrilling 


experiences. 
7 story of permet. & Eleanor 
= Porter. Beran ifully illustrated. 


Cross Currents. ar 


One of the sweetest bits of rif a4 which has been written for a 
long time. Margaret Kendall’s life among the sweat-shops and on 
the street is a true portrayal of the other side of our American life. 

















FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
The Friendship of Anne dovsias” velana 2 


Cloth. $1.50. 
Descdiagashest | life, full of activity and pictured as with a mas- 
ter’s hand; for Miss Deland knows girls and appreciates how to join 
with them in their enthusiasms. 


Egerton R-Young | 











story. By 


Six Girls and the Tea Room. Marion ‘ames 


Taggart. 316 
pp. Illustrated. Cloth. $1.50. 
It really seems as though dear Miss Alcott had returned when one 
reads such a delightful story of happy home life as Miss Taggart 
has written in this volume.— The Jnterior. 


The Boys of Crawfords Basin. é-teras 


life 
“ oe cony | seventies. By Sidford F. Hamp. Illustrated. 334 pp. 
Oo 
A faithful picture of ranch life in the Colorado mountains at a 
time when all the country bevond reach 
of the railroads was an almost tractiess 
wilderness of peaks and valleys. 











baw - > 
CHILDREN Se 
y Mary Hazelton Wade. 
Ten Indian Hunters. i Ifastraiods Cloth thee 


famous Indian series. It tells of the wonderful adventures and the mar- 
vellous skill of the most famous of Indian hunters. 


Stories of how our forefathers 
Building the Nation. meee, and what they did to make, 
country a wanee one. By 

Mary Hazelton Wade. Illustrated. 207 Dp. Cloth. 75 cents 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


Branch Office, CHICAGO, ILL. Main Office, BOSTON, MASS. 





254 pp. 
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A Gallery of Superb 
Scripture Illustrations 


THE Pitcrim TEACHER Lesson Pictures, illustrating the Inter- 
national Sunday-School Lessons of previous years, are too well-known 
to but rarely need description. 


52 ILLUSTRATIONS, with Bible text and explanation, one for 
each Sunday. 


Carefully printed on heavy coated stock. Size, 537% inches. 
50 cents a year. Less than one cent each. 


The selection of illustrations is drawn from the wonderful collection of Old and New 
Testament paintings made by J. James Tissot, and heretofore published at great ex- 
pense. Each picture has been carefully selected, and only those used that are directly 
adaptable to the International Sunday-School Lessons. 

Each card will have. the Bible text as heretofore, and will be printed on heavy 
coated stock similar to that always used, and should not be confused with the portfolios 
of Bible pictures offered for sale in general. Twenty-four of these famous paintings 
have been reproduced solely for The Pilgrim Teacher Lesson Pictures, and can be had 
in no other collection. No Sunday-school teacher can afford to be without this direct 
means of making the ‘Rible real to every one in the class. ‘What these pictures do is 
not only to interest all Bible students, all lovers of art, but, placed in the hands of the 
children, make the famous characters of the Bible become real persons to know and 
love. These pictures, conceived and executed by this great master, will enable every 
member of the class to understand the lesson as never before, and know intimately the 
great characters and great peoples who lived and wrought mightily in that far-away 
land and time. 

‘lhese paintings are all reproduced by the most artistic process, one-half in full, 
color and one-half sepia and tint, and are of the standard size of THE PILGRIM 
‘TEACHER Lesson Pictures. 

Samples will be sent azy ¢eacher on request absolutely free, or we will send the 
entire collection subject to return and money back if not satisfactory. 52 numbers 
the whole year. 50 cents, postpaid. 


BY THE WAY 


Do you see THE PILGRIM TEACHER ? If not, let us send you sample copy and 
prospectus for the coming year. It's the desz. 
Send for special offer of these pictures to new subscribers to. THE TEACHER 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 


14 Beacon Street, Boston 175 Wabash Avenue, Chicago 








| fail, they comfort themselves with the thought 
| that they could not help it, or that fate was 
| against them. 
| nor fate, and we would have no strength at 
| all if it were not for God who strengthens us, 


confess the truth, and with Mary’s wisdom 


| ish girl’ s song should be the best- known | 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 22, 1907. The Mag- 
nificat: A Christmas Song. 
(Luke 1 : 46-55). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Micah’s song (Mic. 5 : 1-4). 

TUES.—Zechariah’'s song (Zech. 14: 20, 21). 

WED.—'' The Sun of Righteousness "’ 
(Mal. 4 : 2, 3). 

THURS.—The angels’ song (Luke 2: 13, 


14). 
FRI.—Zacharias's song (Luke 1 : 68-79). 
SAT.—Simeon's song (Luke 2 : 29-35). 











Give an account of the songs that preceded 
Tesus’ birth. 


Tell of the other songs that immediately fol- 
lowed his birth. 


What is the influence of Christian song ? 





, Y SOUL doth magnify the Lord.’? 
There could be no better words 
than these to make the constant 

refrain of the heart. It would make life a | 
different thing to many of us if we could 
meet each experience with a smile and say: 

‘My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 

spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.’’ The | 

Thanksgiving song should be the Christmas 

anthem, and should become the unceasing 

music of all the year. “God be praised. I 

rejoice in God,’”’ 

“ 


All the good we have is from God, and he 
is in all the experiences of our life. Mary 
lived always in the sense of his goodness and 
his presence, and her ~— was but the glad 
utterance of her living faith, God desires 
this faith in each of us, It is what he is ever 
seeking. The ‘‘heart of the Father which 
in its hunger is so exacting will out of that 
same hunger never despair and never for- 
sake. It will never cease from the pursuit 
of that responsive. trust which it desires ; it 
will make allowances, it will permit delays, 
it will weave excuses, it will endure rebuffs, 
it will condescend to persuasion, it will for- 
get all provocation, it will wait, it will plead, 
it will repeat its pleas, it wiJl take no refusal, 
it will overleap all obstacles, it will run risks, 
it. will endlessly and:.untiringly forgive, if 
only, at the last, the stubborn child-heart 
yields, and the tender response of faith be 


won.’’ This is what God wants. For this 
the Son of God was born of Mary. 
% 
Mary saw God in all things. Do we see 


him? Can we truly sing: 


‘* In each event of life how clear 
Thy guiding hand I see, 
Each blessing to my soul more dear, 
Because conferred by Thee ’’ ? 


% 





And what Mary felt, she sang. ‘* Things 
are so different now in the house,”’ said one, 
‘* There is always song now. It used to be 


that there was no one in the kitchen who 
sang any, but now you can always hear some 
one singing at her work. Every one is 
cheered and brightened by it.’’ There is an 
old line which reads, ‘* Give us, oh give us, 
the man who sings at his work!’ If our 
hearts are glad, let them express it. Even , 
if we cannot sing very well, our song will be 
sweet if it accompanies good toil. 


= 


Some people are shy about acknowledging 
God. They take the credit for what they 
do, or they give it to chance. And if they 


But there is neither chance 


We ought not to be shy to recognize and 


to see and declare God’s hand. 
z% 


How wonderful it is that this:simple Jew- 


song in the world! More people have read | 
it than any other song. How can we ac- 
count for this except by believing that the 
story of the song and of its meaning is true? 





New Helps 


The Illustrated Lesson Notes for 
1908. By IsMAR J. PERITZ, FRANK 
M. BrisToL, RoperT R, DOHERTY. 
Edited by J. ‘I. McFarland, Cloth, 
8vo. List price, $1.25; special 
price to teachers, $1.00, postpaid. 

A guide to the study of the Inter- 
national Sunday-school Lessons, With 
original and selected comments ; methods 
for teachers and plans for teaching; les- 
son homilies with analyses of the pas- 
sages ; salient points and practical appli- 
cations ; suggestive studies of the Golden 
Texts ; illustrative incidents and observa- 
tions; key illustrations; notes on Ori- 
ental life ; references to helpful books, and 
many maps, tables, pictures and diagrams. 


The Superintendent’s Helper—1908 
By JEssE LYMAN HuRLBUT. Vest- 
pocket size. Leather, 25 cents, net ; 
by mail, 28 cents. 

This book is a threefold helper. First: 
Its treatment of the International Lesson 
is different from that of any other lesson 
help published. Second: A simple black- 
board outline is given with every lesson. 
Third: Its ruled blank pages enable the 
superintendent to. keep a ready reference 
record attendance. 


RECORD BOOKS 


The New Ideal Sunday-School Sec- 
retary’s Record. $1.00, net; by 
mail, $1.11. 

Containing record of a school of twen- 
ty-five classes for four years, register of 
officers and teachers, register of scholars, 
Home Department record, Cradle’ Roll 
record, ‘cash account, expenses of school, 
minutes Sunday-school board meeting. 
Every department of a modern Sunday- 
school is ‘provided for. 


Cradle Roll Recorder and Birthday 
Book. (Loose Leaf System.)  Ar- 
ranged by Etsiz R. Horne. 30 
cents, net; by mail, 35 cents. 

Highly commended py those using it. 

By reference to its individual and alpha- 

betical records all the desired information 

concerning the child can readily be found. 

Its name, date of birth, remembrances, 


etc. JENNINGS & GRAHAM 
220 W. Fourth St., - - - Cincinnati 
EATON & MAINS 


1s0 Fifth Avenue. - - New York 

















**Recently I received a sample copy of 
Pell’s Notes. . . . For last Sunday’s lesson 
I studied two other of the most prominent 
lesson helps, in addition to yours, and 
when I went to class a large share of my 
teaching was from 


PELL’ 


NOTES 


{ therefore enclose,”’ etc.—From a progress- 
tve Illinois teacher. ; 
Now let us send you a sample copy. 


ROBERT HARDING CO., Richmond, Va. 


All the walt» books and Sunday-school supplies 
nm addition to our own. 








OXFORD MAPS 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 
The maps of PALESTINE and of EGYPT and 


SINAI are necessary for the current Sunday-school 
lessons. These, with our VeLe of WE ASI 
and ST. PAUL” S TRAVELS, will cover all biblical 
geography. ‘These maps are kept up to the most re- 
cent discoveries, and are accepted authority among 
students. Special terms for the maps as a set. 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, OXFORD, OHIO. 


IBL E COLLEGE AT HOME. Write Pres. C. J. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 
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A 
Pasadena Home 
h® 


California 


Away from constantly-beset- 
ting cares and conventionalities ; 
away from the chill of Fall and 
Winter, and find rest and recrea- 
tion in that paradise of flowers, 
beautiful scenery and rare climate— 
California. ‘Take The 


Overland 
Limited 


on the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry. 


By far the most luxurious and exclusive  Y 
of transcontinental trains. Perfect in 
every appointment; unapproached ser- 
vice in dining, sleeping and library-obser- 
vationcars. Electric lighted throughout. 
Leaves Union Passenger Station, Chicago, 
6.05 p. m., completing trip in less than 
three days. Also a train 10.10 p. m. with 
through standard and tourist sleepers. 
Literature upon addressing, 


bn 











F. A, MILLER, W. S, HOWELL. 
General Passenger Ageat, General Eastern Agent, 
Chicago. 


381 Broadway, New York. 








A Fuli Commentary on the §S. S. 
Lessons,1908. 3 pp. to each lesson, 
maps,etc, ; boundin genuine leath- 
er. 25c. net. By R.A. orrey. 
** Boiled down, pressed together, 
skimmed, strained, yet full, gener- 
ousand helpful. | greatly prize it.”” 
—VMarion Lawrance, Gen. Sec. 
Int. S. S. Ass'n. Fleming H. Re- 

New York, 158 Fifth 
Ave.: 


Chicago 8c Wabash Ave. 





YOU CAN EARN MONEY 
.. Nive POPULAR MUSIC 


YOUR SPARE, TIME 





Send us your name and address and 
we will send you 16 copies, assorted 


profit—no money required in advance. 
We Start Vou—W rite To-Day. 


Ideal Sheet Music Binder Free. 


to sell at roc. each, allowing youa good 
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Bright Plans for Review Sunday 


—— 





—=_== 


An Envelope Box Review 


At the close of the present quarter the West Side Presbyterian Bible School of Engle- 
wood, N. J., is planning to use on a larger scale a method for review used once before 
with much interest and success. A pyramid isto be made of ‘‘ blocks,’’ which are merely 
ordinary envelope boxes, filled with folded newspapers, to give them solidity. An extra 
cover is placed at the bottom of each box to even the sides and ends. They are then 
neatly covered, some with white, and others with brick-colored paper, and marked as per 
diagram. Each class has charge of a block, which is numbered on the back. When 
block No. 1 is called for by the superintendent it will be brought forward by a pupil, who 
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will hand it to a young man whom we call the superintendent of construction, who will 
place the blocks in their right places. 

The six foundation blocks refer to lessons not in this review, but will receive a brief 
notice by way of introduction. 

The top block suggests the Golden Text for the quarter. The four circular pieces are 
used to improve the general appearance of the structure, and are made from mailing tubes 
nine by three inches in size ; two of these are white and two are red. 

To this review we purpose to invite the members of the Home Department and the 
parents of our scholars.—Rodert E. Gulnac, Englewood, New Jersey. 
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fully. guarded so as not te- be known to any 
one in advance, not even the teachers." Each 
a had twelve questions, generally 
ene question on each Sunday’s lesson. For 
a. correct answer ten was given, making 120 
the perfect mark for the.whole paper. In- 
correct spelling or poor penmanship was 
not taken into account, as long as the inten- 
tion could be ascertained. Scholars might 
spell ‘*cure’’ ‘* quar,’’ and say that ** Jesus 
arosed her,’’ and be marked correct. While 
the questions were always asked on a certain 
quarter’s lessens, other references, if correct, 
were accepted. 

The examination was held on Review Sun- 
day, the usual lesson time being given to it. 
After all books and lesson-helps were gath- 
ered, the papers were distributed, and all 
began at the same time. Absolute quiet was 
maintained, the teachers retraining from any 
explanation of the questions or any conver- 
sation whatever, to avoid the suspicions of 
other classes. In the absence of desks, 
heavy binders’ board was provided, about 
twice the size of the examination paper, a 
well-pointed lead pencil with rubber end ac- 
companying it. Scholars were seated as far 
apart as possible, and those of other depart- 
ments could be introduced for the purpose of 
separation. Everything was done to have 
things ‘* fair’’ all around. 

The examination was entirely voluntary ; 


Is an Examination Feasibte ? 


Grading, examinations, promotions, and 
reviews are subjects that. have caused aax- 
ious hours to every Sunday-school worker 
+who is abreast of the times. They require 
the most painstaking study.and much. prepa- 
ration. But the average - Sunday-school 
teacher will be interested more in practical 
results than in the theory. 

For a number of years one city Sunday- 
scheol thoroughly tested such a_ system, 
This school was quite well graded, there 
being less than half a dozen scholars who 
| were not up to grade,—exceptional cases, 
| to whom special and personal attention was 
| being given, in order to get them where 
they belonged. The total membership of 
the school, including one hundred and 
twenty-two in the Home Department, was 
| five hundred and thirty-three. The school | 
was held in a downtown district tenement ! 
house, meeting in an old building, and sup- , 
ported itself. 

The teachers, each year, elected an ex- | 
amining committee of three, whose duties | 
| were to prepare questions for the last Sun- | 
day of each quarter. Usually one member | 
prepared those for the junior department, 
another for the intermediate, and the third | 
for the senior department, the same person | 
also correcting the papers, The whole com- | 
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Keystone Music Co., Phila., Pa. 


“BIBLE STUDY 
BOOK FREE 


A complete Synopsis of Bible Study 
of great value to all students of the 
Word. Send postal card request to 
Scofield Bible Correspondence School, 














Room 940, 150 Nassau St., New York. 


TEXT AND MOTTO CARDS 


Large. variety, exquisite colorin 
Suitable for CHRISTMAS Gi 


trated catalog. 


GOSPEL PUBLISHING HOUSE 
S54 West Twenty-second New York 


25c. Games for Children “ Bibis Boys: 


and “‘ Bible Girls.” 
Fascinate young minds while instructing on Bible. 
ust the thing for a gift. 55 cards in each game. 
‘housands sold; should be in every child’s home. 
Only 45c. for both. Evangelical Pub. Co., Chicago. 








» require no frames. 
‘S. Send for illus- 





| 


mittee carefully considered each question. | 
Simple words were used even in the higher | 
grades, and theological terms were avoided. | 


The questions were framed to make one 
think. The examiners encouraved sugges- 
tions, not only from teachers, but aiso from 
scholars, and were prepared to have their 
work criticized. This made them more 
efficient. 

The questions for the junior department 


a scholar might sit quietly by, if he chose, 
without attempting to answer the questions, 
But the teachers, and later on the scholars, 
could and did create an atmosphere that 
made it ¢he thing to try the examination. 
Probably 95 per cent took part regularly. 
Day-school competitions sharpen the appe- 
tites of most scholars, and much of the list- 


| lessness in Sunday-schools is due to the fact 


were very easy, and only on facts requiring | 


one or two word answers. For instance: 
** Who came to the temple saying, ‘ We would 
see Jesus’’’? ‘The intermediate questions 
were framed to require longer answers and 
simple applications of the lesson. ‘* What 
was the sin of the man with the one talent?” 
The senior papers were more difficult. ‘* Give 
the parable of the virgins. What did Christ 
teach by it?’’ Extra space was left after 
each question in this department, six or eight 
closely written lines being not unusual. 

The questions were printed, being care- 


that the members have nothing to work for. 
Examinations are much more popular than 
most of our workers know. 

Honors: were given to all having 115 of 
120 peints, and after two years in the de- 
partment LiLo of 120 entitled to promotion, 
or that mark twice in succession effects it 
after one Thus gradually the classes 
adjusted themselves, the brighter ones mov- 
ing on, until the dullest were stirred to an 
effort to secure promotion. In exceptional 
cases a teacher was permitted to move up 


| with the class, but this was discouraged as a 


( Continued on next page, second column) 
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ROYAL 


DUTCH co 


Differs from other Cocoas in its 


Double Strength, 


which saves 






your cocoa. 








Doyou use the Cocoa in Yellow Wrapper ? 
Trial can, 15 cups, for 10 cents. 




















THE MOST ACCEPTABLE 


XMAS PRESENT 
FOR OLD & YOUNG 











DECORATED 
'TH 


w 
HOLLY WREATHS & SPRAYS,: 
VARIETY OF OTHER FLOIVERS, 


ee 


Heads by Wenzell, Keller, Fisher & others. 





ON SALE AT ALL Ail Lert STORES 
& AUTHORIZED SALES AGENTS EVERYWHERE. 




















Sunday School Novelties 
TRODUCTORY 


91.00 M PACKABE 10c 


In order to more gongieite popularize our cele- 
brated Sunday-school Specialties, we will, until 
Jan. 1, 1908, send the following package of goods, 
Postpaid toany address. Send ten cents TO-DAY. 
1F d S. S. M: 1,1 Golden Text Book, 1 
Hoftmenn Christ-Hvad Calendar 1906, 1 set M 
Cards, illuminated, 1 package of 100 S. S. tickets 
(value 15c.), 1 set Christmas carde (5 subjects, in 








colors), t et Bible Stories, illuminated cover, 1 

copy ‘ Fhe Businese. ofa School,” 72 

pages with illustrated Holiday Supplement, and 
ples of our A d Cards, etc. 





$1.00 introductory package for only 10c. 


‘HAMMOND PUBLISHING CO. 
Dszpt.. 74. Minwauxes, Wis. 


oe 99 
“Sunday-School System 
OUR RED HAMMER CATALOG 

The most helpful and interesting Cata- 
log yet published! Free to Superin- 
tendents, Pastors, and Primary Work- 
ers. Send for it. Do it now! 
WORLD SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPPLY CO., 
DETROIT, - MICHIGAN. 






































LESSON FOR DECEMBER 22 (Matt. 2: 1-12) 





THE 
MAID % 
SPOT- 





This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn’t slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the parlor, can 
be kept —_T clean by SAPOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 


cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 
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56 Years 
Liberal Fi 
Allow- challenge 
ance for compari- 
Your sons. | 
Old | 
Piano a = 
Catalogue y : 
Free. 
OVER Delivered 
60, to Your 
SOLD Home. 
eng 
Vose & Sons 
Piano Co. 


Boylston Strect, 
Boston, Mass. 











Church Organs 


LATEST IMPROVEMENTS 


BOSTON NEWYORK PHILADELPHIA 
CHICAGO LOUISVILLE DALLAS 


Main Office & Works Base ngs: MASS, 


P.O.Kendal Green, Mass. } | 


H.—Hastrincs Co. 


Rare opportunity for serviceable Second- | 
Hand Organs at low prices | 

| 

| 














MAKE YOUR CHURCH A PRESENT 


INDIVIDUAL 


Communion 


Service 


Many materials, 
Many designs. 
Send for illus- 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 
communicants. 


GEO. H. SPRINGER, Mer. 
256-258 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 























IF YOUR CHURCH DOES NOT USE 


Individual Communion Cups’ 


send us date of your next com- 
munion, number to provide for, 
and we will send you a complete 
outfit for trial. Your church 
will be delighted as over 4,000 
churches now using are. Inexpensive. 





Address, 
Thomas Communion Service Co.,Box S,Lima,0O. | 





THE, GEAUINE MEREELY BELLS 


‘The most perfect, highe est class bells in the world. 
Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet. West Troy P O.. N.Y. 


| the city of Jericho as a guiding-point. 


PIANOS: 


(Continued from preceding page) 

rule. There is no reason for believing that 
the average young woman who teaches a 
class of boys interested in marbles will be 
equally capable of directing them later on 
when they are interested in young ladies, in 
business, etc., and subject to all the tempta- 
tions of young manhood, 

Superintendents can hardly realize what 
an eye-opening effect such an examination 
has; many cherished opinions will be 
changed, and he will know something of 
each class, quarter after quarter, when he 
has only been guessing all along. And it is 
not only that in this way head-knowledge is 
encouraged, but it has been noticed that the 
quiet moments of thought on each question 
have proved a blessing in many cases. So, 
too, will a scholar be forcibly reminded of 
his irregular attendance when he is ques- 
tioned on a lesson he has missed. 

Examinations are popular, when a girl, 
sick in bed, begs to have an examiner call at 
her home that she may not miss the quarterly 
review, or when fifteen or twenty scholars 
ask to have markings explained at the desk, 
and are ready to argue points with the 
examiners 
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A Review of the Entire Year 


Sometimes it is helpful on Review Sunday 


to go back of the current quarter and cover | 
in outline the lessons of the entire year. | 


These review plans were designed for a class 
ot boys aged 15 and 16, but may readily be 
varied in subject and in difficulty to suit 
almost any intermediate or advanced grade. 

The competitive principle is important. 
Divide the players into two groups or camps, 
working in separate rooms with identical 
materials, prepared in duplicate, and com- 
pare results at the end of a fixed time. 


Anagram Games 

I. 
Old Testament : 

Trace in rough outline a map of the coun- 

tries mentioned during the year, marking 

Select 


anagram cards (letters on squares of card- | 


board) composing these names: Midian, 
Goshen, Mt. Sinai, Paran, Kadesh, the Jor- 
dan, Hebron, Gaza, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, 


| Moab, Pisgah, Bezer, Golan, and require the 
competing players to find the names and | 


locate them on the map; also to note on 
map or on separate sheet a reference to a 
passage where the name occurs. 

‘Use Bible and concordance, but not maps. 

2. 
on studies in the Pentateuch : 

Prepare a sheet with three columns, first 
and third blank, middle column filled out as 
below. 
shown below in parentheses, and require the 
players to write the names, when found, in 


their proper place, and to give Bible refer- | 


ences in third column, as indicated in brack- 
ets. 
available helps. 


| (Ur of Chaldees) Abraham’ s starting- 


[Gen. rx : 31] | 

(Haran) alihaes s halfway 

station (Gen. rz : 31] 
(Beersheba) Abraham’s home in 

Canaan Gen. 22 : 19] | 
(Sodom) Lot’s evil choice Gen. 19] 
(Moriah) Isaac’s danger and 

deliverance (Gen. 22] 
(Mamre) Abraham’s last 

resting-place Gen, 23: 19 
( Bethel) Jacob’s dream Gen. 28 : 19 
(Peniel Jacob’s wrestling Gen. 32 : 30 
(Bethlehem) Rachel’s tomb Gen. 35 : 19 
oe oseph sold Gen. 37 : 17 
(Egypt) oseph’s destination [Gen. 39 : 27 
(Goshen) srael’s home in exile [Gen. 47 : 17 
(Horeb) Mount of the burn- 

ing bush [Exod. 3: 1] 
(Red Sea) Pharaoh destroyed, 

Israel delivered Exod.14: 25 
( Meribah) Water from the rock [Num. 20: 13 
(Sinai) Mountain of the law [Exod.19: 25 
(Kadesh-barnea) Place of turning Num: 13: 26. 

back Deut. 1: 19] 
(Mount Hor) Aaron’s death Num. 20:25 
( Pisgah) Moses’ death Deut. 34: 5| 


Life Histories 


Prepare twelve separate sheets, each con- 
taining a title and four to six questions 


sug- 
gestive of the character referred to. The 
degree of suggestiveness should vary with 


the age and capacity of the players and their 
acquaintance with the subject. Leave’ space 
for answer under each question, also a place 
for Kible references in margin. Use all helps. 

1. The founder of a great nation (Abraham). 

2. A bad man changed into a prince of God 
(Jacoh). 

3. A dreamer whose 
(Joseph). 


dreams came true 


| confidence 


Geographical,—based on studies in the | 


Geographical and Historical,— based | 


Make anagrams of the proper names | 


Use Bible, concordance, maps, and all | 
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. The deliverer of Istael from slavery 
(Moses). 
5. ‘The first high priest (Aaron). 
The conqueror of the promised land 
(Joshua). 
7. A captain whose victurious army dipped 
drinking-water in their hands (Gideon). 
8. A weak strong man (Samson). 
g. A heathen ancestor of Christ ( Ruth). 
1o. A child lent to the Lord (Samuel). 
11. A father punished for letting his sons do 
wrong (Eli). 
These are ny Questions on the 
opical Games 
(6.) The conqueror of the promised land. 
Name. Bois Book . : 
Where did he first show his courage » and 
in God? What was -his first 
great experience of God’s power after he 
became commander? With what weapons 
did he tight his first battle and where ? What 
led to his first defeat ? 
(7.) A captain whose men dipped drinking- 
water in their hands. 
Name. Book . ena alee 
Against what enemy did he fight? With 
what did he test the genuineness of God’s 
messages ? His battle-cry ? 
(11). A father punished for letting his 
sons do wrong. 





Name. si 
Office? Age? 
to his death ? 


Book . 


What particular loss led 
Manner of death ? 


Sef) 
Approved Books for the School 


| 


| 








A very useful organization was that inau- | 


gurated in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 
| 1881, when a number of lay church-workers 
| took upon themselves the reading of the 
books on the market with a view to issuing 
select lists of volumes suitable for Sunday- 
| school and general parish use. Well-known 


members of the association, and an annual 
list has been. printed for free circulation at 
Advent or Easter since the organization. 
General catalogs were issued in Ig00 and 


literary men and women: were among the | 


1904, and now the books. read and recom- | 


| mended since the latter daté have been gath- 
ered into a third general catalog, just issued. 
‘* Thus the three pamphlets contain a com- 
plete summary of the books recommended 
| by the association since 1881, carefully clas- 
| sified and provided. with. explanatory. notes 
appended to such titles as do not sufficiently 
| Show the character of .the books to which 
they belong.’’ ‘No charge is made for 
(Continued on next page, second column) 


Put Away Pickles 


Mathematician Figures Out the Food 
Question 
If any one requires a clear head it is 
the teacher of mathematics. He must 
reason in the abstract, as it were, and full 
concentration of mind is necessary if 
correct results are to be forthcoming. 
An Ohio man writes : 


‘‘I am a teacher of mathematics, and | 


for fifteen years prior to four years ago 
1 either 


| sandwiches, pickles, etc., to school or 
| hurried home and quickly ate a hot 
dinner. 


‘The result was I went to my after- 
| noon work feeling heavy, duil of brain, 
| and generally out of sorts. Finally I 
learned about Grape-Nuts, and began to 

| use it for my noon-day lunch. 

| ‘From the first | experienced a great 
change for the better.. The heavy, un- 
pleasant feeling and sonr stomach caused 
by the former diet disappeared. The 
drowsy languor and disinclination to 
work soon gave way to a brightness and 
vim in my afternoon work, a feeling en- 
tirely new to me. 

‘*My brain responded promptly to the 
requirements put upon it, and, what is of 
more importance, the results have been 
lasting and more satisfactory the longer 
I have used Grape-Nuts as a food. 

‘My wife had been suffering from weak 
stomach accompained by sick headaches 
nearly all her life. She is invariably re- 
lieved of these when she sticks to Grape- 
Nuts, either eaten dry or with milk. 
Her stomach has gradually grown 
stronger and her heddaches less frequent 
since she began to eat Grape-Nuts.” 
‘‘There’s a reason.” 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

| the booklet, ‘‘ The Road to 
‘in pkgs. 


Read 
Wellville,” 


Name given by | a : ; 
& ~ | you will oblive the publishers, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


took a lunch composed of cold | 


| 








The Smallest Watch 
Made in America 


Accurate as its Big 


‘Brother 
An ideal gift is the Lady Elgin—in 


every respect a standard Elgin—made 
as small as possible without sacrific- 
ing Elgin accuracy, durability and 
perfect adjustment. The 


LADY ELGIN 


is sure to please and give lasting and 
reliable service. Valuable as a jewelry 
piece — invaluable as a time piece. 
Illustration actual size of watch. Every 
Elgin Watch is fully guaranteed—all 
jewelers have them. Send for “ The 
Watch,” a story of the time-of day. 
Elgin National Watch Company, 
Elgin, Til, 














Off the Rocks 


By WILFRED T. GRENFELL 


Superintendent Roval National Mission 
to Deep Sea Fishermen, With an 


Introduction by Henry van Dyke 


in which he says, ‘' This is the real thing 


The quiet manner in which these tales of 
the ‘deep sea fisher-folk of Labrador are 
told cannot obscure the thrilling circum- 
stances surrounding the author's self-sac- 
rificing and heroic missionary - efforts. 
‘Twelve illustrations of Labrador life. 


$1.00, NET, -POSTPAID 
Get it from your bookseller, or direct 
from the publishers. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














SUNDAY-SCHOOL BIBLE 
LESSON CHART 


Contains the full Scripture text of the fifty-two Sunday- 
- hool lessons for 1908. so Daily Home Readings, 
Golden Text, three prac tical lesson thoughts, etc , 
in type large enough to read in any ordinary sized 
room when chart is hung on wall. The chart is 13 x 
20 inches—printed in call onal blue. It is practica/, 
ornamental, and needed in every home. Price 50 
cents, postpaid. Publishing House of the United 
Evangelical Church, Harrisburg, Pa 






The Safe Relief for 


Cy) 
iSe~D> Sick Headaches 


SE a bi E R Disordered ieee 


G ontains no harmful drugs. 
* Tastes Like Soda Water."’ 

50c. & $1. at druggists or by mail. 
THE TARRANT CO. 

44 Hudson St., New York 





Commended by Users 
for 62 Years. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 


concerning anything advertised in this paper, 


as well as the 


advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 


| tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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Regular Incomes 


From New York Real Estate 


The New York Realty Owners Com- 
pany has paid regular incomes to hun- 
dreds of individuals for over twelve years. 

Rents and profits from sales have pro- 
duced cash dividends ; increased values 
of properties have given greater worth to 
the Shares of the Company, showing 
business profits equal to 12% or more 
annually. Over 13,000 checks repre- 
seuting nearly a million dollars ($1,000, - 
000) paid for interest and dividends, 
with accumulated assets of over $2,000, - 
000, are tne results of this business. You 
may share in this business and receive 


6 Per Cent. Guaranteed 


on sums of from $100 to $10,000 with 
absolute security—greater far than the 
ordinary Mmortgage—or you can secure 
the full business profits derived from the 
business of holding real estate like the 
Astor family. HUNDREDS of satisfied 
shareowners are the Company's best 
endorsers. Let us show you what they 
say. Write for booklet T. 


New York Realty Owners Co. 
489 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. 
year securities of a well 


oh established 


Gas and Electric Co. 


serving cities of 50,000 people in the 
Central West. “ Net earnings three times 
interest charges. 

Denominations $100, $500 and $1,000. 
Single bonds sold. Interest paid every 
six months at Chicago Bank. 


TROWBRIDGE & NIVER CO. 
MUNICIPAL BONDS 


first National Bank Bldg. Telephone— 
CHICAGO Central 1263 


Fill out ang return this coupon to-day. 





Income afforded by the five- 





TROWBRIDGE & NIVER CO., 
First National Bank Bldg., Chicago, Il, 


Please send illustrated description of Gas 
Securities yielding 7 per cent. 
N@ME€ ...-ccccccccs cocccccces 














‘Grnota” 
KNIT BED SLIPPERS 


ACCEPTABLE CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

‘There never was a_per- 
son who has once tried the 
“Arnoid’’ Knit Bed Slip- 
pers who did not exclaim, 
“1 never had such com-@ 
fort or happiness 
before. Never 
was | so tree 
from sufferin 
from cold tee: 
especially upon 
retiring,” Pret- i ; 
tily trimmed “ 
with silk crocheted edging, ucece-tined, buttoned, 
washable, all colors. 

Children’s sizes, 5 to 8 inches long, 15c.; 
9 to 12 inches long, 25c.; by mail prepaid. 


Novelty Knitting Co., 163 Hamilton St., 







adult sizes, 













HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
artshorn on label. 
Get ‘* Improved,’’ no tacks required 








Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 
DO YOUR OWN PRINTING 
aes s press prints cards, labels, etc. Circular 


newspaper press $18. Money 
ssaver, maker. All easy, rules sent. Write 
factory fur press catalog, type, paper, etc. 


THE PRESS CO., Meriden, Conn. 


When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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catalogs, but voluntary contributions of 
twenty-five cents and upwards would insure 
the continuance of the work by meeting the 
expense of printing and mailing. More than 
650 titles are given in this third general 
catalog, which may be had by addressing the 
Secretary of the Church Library Association, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 


Se 
Road-Breaking for Bob-Sleds 


It had been a summer of unusual pros- 
perity, both material and spiritual. Finances 
were now well in hand ; attendance averaged 
better than in any previous year, and best of 
all, every worker was rejoicing over the 
boys and girls who had given their hearts to 
Christ. Life, real, genuine life, pulsed 
through all the school, Shut down? Nobody 
dreamed of shutting down. Neither was it 
bearable to contemplate the prospect of keep- 
ing open and barely living through the 
months to come ‘‘at a poor dying rate.’’ 

The obstacles and difficulties in the way 
were great. The school was situated 
six miles from any town, and in a rugged 
district subject to heavy snowfall. Across 
the hills swept cutting winds, chilling the 
traveler to the bone, and fast piling up white 
innocent looking drifts in the valleys below. 
Through most of the winter snow lay deep 
on every cross-road, and many a Sunday was 
stormy. ‘Truly there was much temptation 
oftentimes to stay at home, The question 
was how so to meet and conquer these diffi- 
| culties as to retain in some measure the num- 
| bers and enthusiasm of the summer months. 





| That this question was answered you may | 


well believe, for the workers resolved upon 
| individual sacrifice as the key to be used in 
unlocking this close shut door of opportunity. 

First in order comes the sacrifice of the 
superintendent, and the superintendent is a 
woman. Many a time through the snowy 
winter did she walk the two miles between 
her home and the school, for her husband 
had a small market garden and kept a horse 
only part of the year. She was always early 
in arriving, and her cheery smile filled the 
room with true heart sunshine, for behind it 
lay high courage and the power to. love well. 
At last there came days when her neighbor- 
farmer, professed infidel though he was, 
would actually hitch up and take her with 
his wife and children. 

It may seem queer, but next I must 
mention the sacrifice of the janitor, ‘he 
janitor is an old man with whitest hair. and 
beard and kindest eyes. 
had to come, and many a time it was slow 
work covering the distance, yet never once 
was the school-room poorly aired or cold. 
Soon everybody knew that no matter how 
cold the drive on a blustery day or how chilled 
they might become by ploughing through the 
drifts, a warm and cozy welcome awaited 
them at the journey’s end, Can we estimate 
the importance of this fact or its influence on 
the attendance ? 

Teachers, officers, and some members of 
the Bible class also worked faithfully, re- 
solving themselves into gathering-up brigades 
for the road on which they lived. Whena 
bob-sled filled with sweet hay and warm 
robes, and armed with high s‘deboards 
against the cutting wind, jingled merrily into 
one’s yard, a cheery voice calling out: 
**Going to Sunday-school to-day?’’ why, 
somehow, you suddenly thought you would, 
Even if you were indisposed, the children 
could go, of course. On this branch of the 
work a special blessing seemed to rest. 

And then, thank God, we had our self-ap- 
pointed road-breaker. He was a man with 
a history. Wife and children gone before, 
he lived bravely on alone, filling up his empty 
life with kindly deeds. He loved every little 
child for miles around, and to make it easy 
for the little ones to get to Sunday-school 
was pleasant work indeed. His great heart 
well-matched by a most powerful physique, 





through a drift or threw it from the road. 
Many a mile he traveled with his team of 
stuady greys, and many a family had reason 


, | to bless him for the labor of his hands. 


Now you will need but one fact more. 
The average attendance through the winter 
| (not guess-work, but from ‘records carefully 
| kept) was one hundred and five.—Aa¢harine 
| Sparks, Shenandoah, Lowa. 


Two miles he also | 


the snow flew like magic, as he tunneled | 
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The Art of Pa Flower 
Making 


There are many occasions during the year when artificial 
flowers are desirable for their decorative effect. For clubs, 
bazaars, teas, ballroom decorations, holiday festooning, 
home and table adornment, you can make flowers so 
natural that you can almost imagine their fragrance. With 


Dennison 
Flower Materials 


any one can master the art of making Paper 
Flowers in a few moments. These outfits con- 
tain everything essential for the creation of almost 
every flower, while our book 


“ART and DECORATION” 


ves full instructions, not only for making flowers 
ut for the various uses of Dennison’s Crepe Papers. 
We willsend a copy to any address for 5 cents. 


Avoness Derr. “54” AT NEAREST STORE. 


Dennison Manufacturing Sompany 
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The Trumbull Year Book 


Daily Readings for Life’s Everyday Problems. Com- 
piled from the writings of Henry Clay Trumbull by 
| Caroline K. Herrick. Cloth, 35 cents; padded leather, 
'60 cents; postpaid. The Sunday School Times Co., 
/1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














Classified Advertising 


Agents Wanted 


FANNY CROSBYS’ AUTOBIOGRAPHY—“ Me- 

moirs of Eighty years.”” Life incidents of her 6,000 

mns, etc. Richly illustrated, cloth, $1.25, postpaid. 

+o holiday gitt. Agents wanted in every church. 
. Earle & Co., Publishers, Boston. 


Live Stock 


THE celebrated Hungarian and English Partridges 
and Pheasants, the large Hungarian Hares, all 
kinds of Deer, Quail, etc., for stocking purposes. Fancy 
Pheasants, ornamental waterfowl ana See wild animals 
of every description. Write for price list. Wenz & 
Mackensen, Dept 22, Yardley, Penna. 
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Patents 


PATENTS obtained and trade marks registered. Ap- 
oy carefully drawn. Moderate charges. 
Our booklet “Concerning Patents’? mailed free. 
Calver & Calver, Patent Attorneys, Washington, D.C. 
(Formerly Examiners U. S. PatentOffice.) 


The Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, December 7, 1907 





Wilde’s 
Bible Pictures 


These pictures are the best and most attractive sup- 
plementary aid to the study of the lessons that has 
ever ted and their popularity is shown by 
the remarkable increase each year in their sales. 


Price, one cent each, postpaid 


Size of card 6 x 8 inches 


No orders for less than 10 received Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
IN SETS : : ; ; 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
Ped apo i pan. saul gps My aie sas new subscribers, These rates include postage: 


we have concluded to put them this style to Five or more copies, either to 
illustrate the International Lemons for 1908. 75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 


ONE HUNDRED SELECTED PICTURES age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 


One co or any number of 
$1.00 Py, y 
Packed in a neat box 


copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
Price of the set, 90 cents, postage prepaid per year. 


One copy, five years, $4.00. 
To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
Our new ilustrated catalogue and list of the 
zoo pictures comprising the set sent upon 


the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
application. 


ively, for yearly subscriptions. 
W. A. Witoe Company 


Free Copies One free copy addi 
Branch Office, Chicago, Ill. Main Office, Boston, Mass. 








Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“* second-class matter.”” 








tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 














Michigan The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
192 Ave. 120 Boylston Street time paid for, unless by spacial request. 
- Enough copies 4 any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school teexamtine it, wi// 
THE GREAT CHURCH | | G H T be sent free, upon application. 
For eiectriz, gas, or oil. Send THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers. 
dimensions. Book of Light and 








estimate free. I. P. Frink, 551 Pearl St., New York. | 103! Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








The Holman Self-Pronouncing Pictorial Bible. 








rag paper, gold edges, leather binding, agate typc, low 


Good 
prices, Contains 32 views of Bible lands, printed on coated 
paper. Fine maps in colors. Just the book for scholars. 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 22 (Matt. 2: 1-12) 


Bible is the Bible 
of the World.” 


NOW READY! 
SIX NEW EDITIONS 


OXFORD 


Black Faced Type 


BIBLES 


Three on Oxford White Pager. Three 

on the famous Oxford India Paper. 

Pearl 32mo. A wonderful clear 
type in a small-size book. 

Minion 16mo, Ready October 

. A model hand Bible, 

Brevier 16mo. Large type in 
small compass. ‘A quart in 
a pint measure.” 

“The new Bible just published by 
the Oxford Press is, without doubt, 
the finest product of the kind ever 
given to the public. 


** The Oxford Teachers 
par excellence 





JUST ISSUED! 


OXFORD 


Teachers’ Bibles and 
S. S. Scholars’ Bibles 


With New 2oth Century Helps ar 
ranged in One Alphabetical Order. 


THE HELPS 


The Christian Advocate, Nashville, 
says: ‘* The helps are real helps. Une 
like those in many of the cheap Bibles, 
they are not simply thrown together 
in hodge-podge fashion, but represent 1907 
the freshest and ablest work of 
foremost modern scholars.” 








SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 
91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York 


ASK FOF. THE 














Why Not Give Him 
A Trip to Palestine 


that devoted pastor or superintendent of yours, and let him realize this 
winter his dream of perhaps many years? 

The expense needn't stand in the way fora moment. The Sunday 
School Times will give a round-trip ticket, under a plan which will be 
described in full upon request. There isn’t any money cost to you at all 
for that ticket, nor to the one to whom you give the trip. " 

At least ask about it. That will cost you just one postal-card. And 
that one inquiry may result in the honoring of a leader in a way he can 
never forget—in a way that will help every one connected with the plan, 
directly or indirectly. : 

There is nothing like a Palestine trip to equip a Christian worker for 
better work—to give him a clear understanding of the Bible and the land 
of the Bible. When a pastor or superintendent has been to Palestine the 
school and the congregation are the gainers in innumerable ways. 

And what is this particular tfip? A seventy-day tour, leaving New 
York on February 6, 1908, under the direction of Clark's Tours—the 
same management that conducted the great pilgrimage of 800 Sunday- 
school workers to Jerusalem in 1904, and the two shiploads of delegates to 
the World's Fifth Sunday-school Convention in Rome last spring. 
¥ The ship is the splendid ‘‘Arabic’’ of the White Star Line, especially 

chartered for this cruise—nicknamed the ‘‘ Express Train,’’ because of her 
habit of punctuality on long cruises. 
is the rule on the ‘ Arabic’’ cruises. 

The plan is not only for your pastor or superintendent, but for your-. 
self, if you wish to take the trip. A postal-card inquiry will bring you 
full particulars. But prompt action is absolutely necessary. 


‘*No overcrowding of passengers’’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 

















JUST ISSUED 


Simples from the Master’s Garden 
By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


Author of 
** Fishin’ Jimmy,”’ ‘* Story-Tell Lib,’’ ‘‘ Aunt Abby’s Neighbors,”’ etc. 

Mrs. Slosson’s latest book begins with a story by Story-Tell Lib; 
then follow a series of choice character-sketches. These are pictures of 
simple lives, but they are invested with peculiar charm by Mrs. Slosson’s 
sympathetic pen. The word ‘‘simples’’ has been used by the author in 
the sense (now obsolete) which referred to certain useful garden herbs. 

Deckel-edge paper, gilt top, with tinted borders on text-pages. A 
frontispiece shows Story-Tell Lib and Stoopin’ Jacob in the garden. 


A DESIRABLE CHRISTMAS GIFT, $1.00. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Loyalty to Christ in the 
Y. M. C. A. 


HE interest of the thirty-sixth conven- 
tion of the North American Young 
Men’s Christian Association, held in 

Washington, November 22 to 25, 1907, cen- 
tered around the possibility of action affect- 
ing the basis of membership, which has for 
nearly forty years required that in order to 
vote or hold office in the Association one 
must be a member in good standing of an 
evangelical church. At the Portland Con- 
vention in 1869, the term evangelical was 
defined to include those churches that ac- 
cepted Jesus Christ as divine Lord and 
Saviour, and the Holy Scriptures as the 
** only infallible rule of faith and practise.’’ 
Many went to Washington fearing that there 
might be a movement away from Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour. That such fears 
were utterly groundless was amply proved by 
the unanimous re-affirmation of the Portland 
membership basis. Not one voice was raised 
except to express allegiance and devotion to 
Jesus as God and Saviour. 

Provision was made for a carefully in- 
structed commission to investigate the need 
to ‘‘re-phrase’’ the Portland definition, 


which will report at the next triennial con- 


vention. 

Representatives of the seven hundred stu- 
dent associations expressed a need for some 
readjustment of the membership conditions 
to meet a situation peculiar to themselves. 
The International Committee called together 
an unofficial commission composed of Dr, 


| Henry vanDyke, Anson Phelps Stokes, Jr., 


Secretary of Yale University, President Faunce 
of Brown University, Dr. E. W. Ander- 
son, Educational Secretary of the M. E, 
Church, the Rev. Boyd Edwards of Brook- 
lyn, President W. W. Moore of the Southern 
Presbyterian . Seminary, Professor O. E, 
Brown of Vanderbilt University, Mr. Robert 
E. Speer of New York, and the Rev. J. 
Ross Stevenson of New York, to consider 
the whole question of student association 
membership. After mature consideration, it 
was decided that, in view of the conditions 


peculiar to student associations, the right to | 


vote be given to those who were members 


of evangelical churches in good standing, or | 


who accented ‘‘ Jesus Christ as divine Lord 
and Saviour, according to the Holy Scrip- 
tures,’’ and subscribed to the purposes of 
the association, one of which is explicitly 
stated to be ‘* to lead men to become mem- 
bers of the church.’’ As the avowed pur- 
pose of the organization is to lead men to 
church-membership, it was decided that no 


| one should be eligible to office who was not 


a church-member. 

At a meeting of all the traveling secre- 
taries among students this resolution was 
unanimously endorsed, with the slight change 
that the term ‘‘God and Saviour’’ be em- 
loyed as well as ** Divine Lord and Saviour.”’ 

his resolution was accepted with only six 
dissenting votes by a separate meeting of all 
the student delegates, numbering over two 
hundred. When this recommendation came 
up for consideration in the main body there 
was a very able and fine-spirited debate. 
Some expressed fear that this would lead 
away from church membership, while a few 
were opposed to any change whatever. 
When it was shown that each year between 
three thousand and four thousand students 
are converted, most of whom wish to wait 
until they go home before joining the church, 
and that, in the judgment of all those who 
are now giving their time to work in this 
field, the proposed plan would actually lead 
more into the church, the recommendation 
was passed bya large majority. This now 
leaves the associations the option of retain- 
ing the present membership test, which 
probably they will do, or to accept the alter- 
nate. As a distinguished missionary from 
Japan remarked, the power of adapting itself 


to meet especial needs shows the virility of | 


the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Thus, loyalty to Jesus Christ, who is draw- 
ing all sorts and conditions of men in in- 


| creasingly large numbers to himself, is to be, 


as it has been, the life principle of the North 
American Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tions. — George Jrving, Saranac Lake, N. Y, 


b 


For thoroughly interesting, up-to-date mis- 
stonary material, Dr. Grenfell’s ** Off the 
Rocks” is a choice work. It’s a book of 
Labrador stories. It may be obtained from 
The Sunaay School Times Company. for $1. 
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KEEP YOUR MONEY 





Don’t throw it into the ash barrel, but use a 


HUSTLER ASH SIFTER 


Save the good coal. Coal saved is money earned. 
‘Turning the crank for a minute saves the day’s ashes. 
A child can do it. No maid objects to it. No dirt 
nor dust. Fits wood or iron barrel. Saves its cost 
many timesa year. If your dealer can’t supply you, 
we will, Write for Catalog 81. 


HILL DRYER CO., (cea, Asst 











BOOKLETS 
CALENDARS and 
POSTAL CARD PACKETS 


Our well-known Packets are ready, and need 
only brief mention. First 7 Packs, post-paid, 





24TH 
SEASON. 


for $3.85. 10 Packs, post-paid, $5.80. 
No. 1. For 5¢ cents, 17 Xmas Cards and Hanging Card. 
No. 2. ‘‘ 5icents, 10 Pine Cards and Hanging Card. 
No. “ $1.08, 25 Xmas Cards and Booklet. 
No. “« $1.08, 40 Fine Postal Cards(20ofthem Xmas). 


“* $1.08. lars. 

‘* 64cents, 5 Beautiful Calendars (all different). 

. 8. * ZT cents, 10 Xmas Cards. 

No. 9. ‘‘ S4cents, 5 Booklets and Calendar. 

No.10. “ 54cents, 25 Sunday-School Cards, or 20 Fine 
Birthday Cards. 


3 
4. 
No. 5. “* 54cents, 20 Fine Postal Cards (all different) 
¢. . 10 Beautiful Calend: 
8 


a@-Special Packets and lots put up to order. 
TEACHERS For $1.08, 50 Cards, no two alike. 
For 54 cents, 25 Cards, no two alike, 
Paper sold by the pound; Samples 15 cents. 
H. H. CARTER GCO., 


Satisfaction 5 Ashburton Place, Boston. 
Guaranteed. Full Circulars on Application, 








XMAS CARDS 


IN BOXES 


. O. too Embossed Xmas and N. Y. Cards, goc. 
%. * Handsome Xmas and N. Y. Cards, 
1.25. 
P. 3. 50 Pretty Folding Cards, $1.60. 
P. 4. 25 ‘‘Gem Pendant’’ Assortment, $1.15. 
H. 1. roo Assorted Shapes, Holly Designs, $1.25. 


7 EE cons HOLIDAY CATALOGUE, 





tong 


containing illustrations and descrip- 

tions of vur immense stock of Cards, 
Calendars, Booklets, Books, Xmas Novelties, be- 
sides our large line of Supplies for your Church 
and Sunday-school. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 22,23ck 5: 














Tissot Bible Pictures in Colors Free. 


This advertisement is good for 25c. if sent with 
25c. within 10 days, for three month’s subscription 
to the World Evangel (25c) and 20 beautiful 5x6 
inch Tissot Bible Pictures in colors, (25c). These 
pictures mounted make handsome Christmas 
gifts. Money back if not satisfied. 

McClure’s Magazine $1.50 and The World 
Evangel 75c. both one year for $1.50, or for $2.00 you 
may include Woman’s Home Companion.— The 
latter and The Evangel, one year each for. $1.25. 

Peloubet’s Notes or Tarbell’s Guide for 1908 
and The World Evangel, one yéar for $1.50, sepa- 
rately, they would cost you $2.00. F.M. Barton, 
901-8 Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio 





POCKET S.S. COMMENTARY 
FOR 1908. SELF-PRONOUNCING Edition 
on Lessons and Text for the whole 
year, with right-to-the-point practical 
HELPS and Spiritual Explanations. 
Small in Size but Large in Suggestion and 
Fact. Daily Bible Readings for 1908, also 
Topics of Young People’s Society, Motto 

Pledge, etc. Red Cloth 25c, Morocco 35c, 
Interleaved for Notes 50c, postpaid. 
i)Stamps Taken. Agents Wanted. Address 
GEO. W. NOBLE, Lakeside Bidg, Chicago 


OLY LAND—Egypt and much of Europe. Febru- 
L ary to May. roth Oriental tour. Fine accommoda- 
ions. $560 to $630. Rev. Ray Allen, Rochester, N.Y. 
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THE 
PRUDENTIAL 
HAS THE 
STRENGTH OF 
GIBRALTAR 





jp you SEE ITIN THE POLICY-IT's 55 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


In Good Times or in Bad Times, Life Insurance in 
THE PRUDENTIAL is Always Certain and Secure 


The Prudential Policy Protects the Family—Guards the Home—Provides Ready Cash. 
A Magnificent Contract—All Guaranteed—Nothing Like it Offered Before. 


OVER 25,000 PEOPLE HAVE BOUGHT 





(Lesson for Dec, 22) DECEMBER 7, 1907 









THE NEW LOW COST POLICY ¢ 


The Prudential 





Endorsed by Business and Professional Men—North, South, East, West 


The Greatest Success in Life Insurance. Public Pleased—Agents Enthusiastic. 











THIRTY MILLION DOLLARS 


Of Ordinary Life Insurunce Issued in the First Fifteen 
Weeks Shows the Popularity of the New Low Cost Policy 


Send your age nearest birthday for rates and full particulars. 


Address Department 126. 











JOHN F. DRYDEN, President. 








The PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE CO. @& America 


Incorporated as a Stock Company by-the State of New Jersey. 


Home Office: NEWARK, N. J. 











DO YOU WANT TO MAKE MONEY? 








~"Splendig Opportunities in Selling this Popular New Ordinary 
Policy: “Write direct tous to-day. Address Department 126. 





JUST PUBLISHED 


for any department of church work 


HALLOWED YMRS 


NEW and QLD 
By 1. ALLAN SANKEY, son of IRA D. SANKEY 
256 Pacrs. Att LarGce Typr. 

Over 100 New Songs, Responsive Readings. 
f25 per too, not prepaid. 35 cents per copy by mail. 
Returnadle samples mailed to“ earnest inquirers.” 
The Biglow & Main Co., New York or Chicago. 
ARMY AUCTION SALE BARGAINS, Large 260 

page illustrated 1907 catalogue mailed, 15 cents 
(Stamps). Francis Bannerman, 501 Broadway, 











Began Young 
Had ‘‘ Coffee Nerves ’’ from Youth 


‘When very young I began using 
coffee and continued up to the past six 
months,” writes a Texas girl. 

‘‘T had been exceedingly nervous, thin 
and very sallow. After quitting coffee 
and drinking Postum Food Coffee about 
a month my nervousness disappeared 
and has never returned, This is the more 
remarkable as I am a primary teacher 
and have kept right on with my work, 

‘* My complexion now isclear and rosy, 
my skin soft and smooth. As a good | 
complexion was something I had greatly | 
desired, I feel amply repaid even though | 
this were the only benefit derived from | 
drinking Postum. 

‘ Before beginning its use I had suf- 
fered greatly from indigestion and head- 
ache ; these troubles are now unknown. 

‘* Best of all, I changed from coffee to 
Postum without the slightest inconve- 
nience, did not even have a headache. 
Have known coffee drinkers who were 
visiting me to use Postum a week with- 
out being aware that they were not drink- 
ing coffee. . | 

‘*I have know several to begin the 
use of Postum and drop it because they 
did not boil it properly. After explain- 
ing how it should be prepared, they have 
tried it again and pronounced it deli- 
cious. 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read the booklet, ‘‘ The 
Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘* There’s 
a Reason.” 


Music 
Lessons Free 


IN YOUR OWN HOME 


A wonderful offer to every lover of music, whether 
a beginner or an advanced player. 

Ninety-six lessons (or a less number if you desire) 
for either Piano, Organ, Violin, Guitar, Banjo, Cor- 
net, Sight Singing, or Mandolin, will be given free 
to make our home study courses for these instru- 
ments known in your locality. You will get one les- 
son weekly, and your only expense during the time 
you take the lessons will be the cost of postage and 
the music you use, which is small. Write at once. 
It will mean much to you to get our free booklet. 
It will place you under no obligation whatever to us 
if you never write again. You ard your friends 
should know of this work. Hundreds of our pupils 
write; “ Wish I had known of your school before.” 
‘Have learned more in one term in my home with 
your weekly lessons than in three terms with private 
teachers, and at a great deal less expense.”’ “ Every- 
thing is so thorough and complete.”’ ‘ The iessons 
are marvels of simplicity, and my 11 year old boy has 
not had the least trouble to learn.’’ One minister 
writes: ‘As each succeeding lesson comes I am 
more and more fully persuaded I made no mistake in 
becoming your pupil.” 

We have been established nine years—have thou- 
sands of pupils from eight years of age to seventy. 

Don’t say you cannot learn music till yo-. send for 
our free booklet and tuition offer. It will be sent by 
return mail free. Address U. S. SCHOOL OF 
MUSIC, Box 201, 225 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


PELOUBETS 


SELECT 
NOTES 


An annual commentary upon the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons for 1908. 

No other publication begins to furnish the 
inspiration, instruction, and information found 
in Select Notes. 

A new feature of tnis year’s volume is the use 
of a large nu of suggestive questions with 
answers, interwoven into the explanatory material, 
i “ene would naturally be used in the teaching 


jessons. 

























Price, in cloth, postpaid, $1.25 
Sold by all booksellers 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
Boston and Chicago 








Standard Songs 


The Best Yet 


The old hymns of the church. The best 
tions of the Modern Hymn Writers. 

A chpite list for the Primary Department of the 
Sunday-school. 


A Book For All Services 


New pilates. Cloth binding. Price, 20 cents. 
Sample copy, postpaid, 25 cents. 
An ideal book at a low price. 


ONWARD PRESS 


selec- 





Richmond, Va. Texarkana, Texas 











BROWN’S 
BRONCHIAL 
TROCHES 


Give immediate relief in cases of Hoarse- 
ness, Coughs, Sore Throat, Bronchitis, 
and Asthma. Fifty years reputation as 
an article of superior merit, free from 
anything harmful. 


Sold everywhere or sent postpaid on 
receipt of price—2s5 cents, 50 cents, and 
$1.00 per box. 


JOHN 1. BROWN & SON, 
BOSTON, MASS. 








A Savings 
Account 
Bearing 
. 6 Per Cent 
Interest and absolutely 


secured by first mortgages on improved 
real estate deposited in trust with one of 
the strongest trust companies in Balti- 
more, is surely an ideal investment. 
Money to bear this rate must be left on 
Certificate of Deposit for two years, but 
it is absolutely secured and the interest 
is paid by check every six months. 


On deposits subject to withdrawal 

at any time 5 per cent is paid. 
Write for the 6 per cent booklet. It tells 
the whole story. 


Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 

















THE DEAF MADE T0 HEAR 


Persons affected 
with impaired hear- 
ing are earnestly in- 
vited to correspond 
with us concerning 
the 


OTOPHONE 


a small, compact aid 
to hearing that is held 
against the ear, and xof 
inserted. Reproduces 
natural voice tones in a 
very effective man- 
ner, and there is 
no ‘‘ buzzing.’”’ 












Our Otophone circular explains our free trial offer. 





OPTICIAN 
104 East 23d Street, New York 

















